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Fold Woikeis Resisi Slavery 


T'Ht FORD MOTOR COMPANY 
Hants to staff Its factories with 
45,000 ‘happy' slaves. That is the 
meaning of the ‘hall and chain' 
agreement which has stopped all 
Ford plants in Britain. 

The Company is prepared to pay 
higher wages, i^ve a holiday bonus, 
and even May-ofT pay should produc¬ 
tion be Slopped through strikes in 
the planls of Ford suppliers. Tn 
return for this ihev demand 
ABSOLUTE OBEDIENCE FROM 
FORD WORKERS. Should any 
worker take part in an unofficial 
strike, or a ‘go-slow', or an overtime 
ban. or in any way not co-operate 
in increasing production, he will lose 
his holiday bonus (05) and his lay¬ 
off* pay. 

Naturally the Govcmmeni has 
given its blessing to this agreement. 
It is. after all, w^hat they propose to 
introduce for the whole of industry 
under the legislation which they are 
proposing for the 'reform of the 
Unions'. Rewards for the obedient 
—ihc chopper for those who still 
have minds of their own. 

The Jr^e UpiujCL leadeiii wUo 
wm’‘along wVlh Vhe agTeemenl and 
everything seemed set fair for an 
even bigger output and an even 
bigger profit for the giant Ford 
Motor Company. But Company, 
Government and Unions all forgot 
one small thing—they cmnpletely 


forgot the 45.000 Ford workers who 
were fo be the victinis. To everyone's 
amazement the victims wouldn't go 
willingly to the chopping block. 
Instead" they revolted. TTiey stopp^ 
work (first in Halcwood and then in 
all other Ford plants), demanding 
that the agreement be scrapped in 
favour of a straightforward wage in¬ 
crease without any penalty clauses 
whatsoever. 

There was the Ford Motor Com¬ 
pany with its agreement duly signed 
by the Unions . . . and with most of 
its plants slant down! They were 
flabbergasted — and so were the 
Unions. True, some of them had 
voted against the agreement when 
it was discussed on the Joint Nego¬ 
tiating Committee but they had all 
gone along with its being signed. 
Now, to their obvious amazement, 
the whole thing was being repudiated 
by^ the men they were supposed to 
represent. 

ABOUT FACE 

There was some ijuick shuffling 
in Union head offices and eventually 
the AEF a/jd the TGVyU_dedded 

Ahe -agroemeni' 

nffleiar strike went on. so Ihe^ 
Unions (and the Vehicle Builders) 
then made it officiaL Jim Conway* 
Secretary of the AEF, appeared on 
television and openly confessed that 
they were prepared to operate the 
agreement if the workers had 


accepted it! But how can we. he 
said, *oiir members 3^*'' ^1* strike 
against it'. 

Ford's were furious and promptly 
went to the Law for lielp. They got 
an injunciion lo restrain the Unions 
from extending the strike. Their 
claim that the Unions must now in¬ 
struct their niembers to go back to 
work is still being dfielded in the 
High Court as we write. But if the 
workers remain solid it doesn't 
matter a damn which way the judge¬ 
ment goes. Legal judgements don't 


produce cars—nor do Trade Union 
leaders. Only car workers do that, 
and it is they who must decide which 
way the struggle must go. 

But unfortunately the decision is 
not likely to be left to the workers. 
Thanks to all those who have 
clamoured to have the strike made 
official, Hugh Scanlon and Jack 
Jones arc now in control. From be¬ 
ing tuppenny-halfpenny little bureau¬ 
crats whose pleasant way of life was 
so rudely shattered by the Ford 
strike, they have now become 


‘heroes' faced with a High Court 
action. The struggle has been (or is 
likely to be) transferred from Dagen¬ 
ham and Halewood to the buffooneiy 
of the Law Coyrts, 

The ‘left' pidilieul purties and 
groups are onee more engaged in the 
game of building 'leaders' for the 
workers tn follow, Diusins yesfer- 
day, Scanlon f{iday. The prrkcess is 
never-ending and, as it always has 
before, this game wilt end with the 
defeat of the workers involved. 

J,L 


BACK TO THE STREETS! 


rpilE ELECTIONS ARE OVER and 
* the pusillanimQy* O’Neill h i^liU 
there. The bourgeoti press expressed 
iheir astonishment and iliai 'S.OOO 
Loyalists' in Batin side voted for the 
dcrical fascisi Paisley—tit is is be¬ 
cause they fail lo app^cif: ‘ac ^iiuntion; 
for the small Protegyi^t Uipici or 


Squatting Attempt in Berks. 


r Neill has done no thing. They live 
in squalor and. like Ihe "White Trash' 
m the Deep South, act out their resent¬ 
ment by fearing and despising the poor 
RCs In Sandy Row, a Paisleyile siroog- 
hold in Helfas!, 94,2'^ of the houses 
have no inside W'C, 93.3V;, no bath, 90% 
no handbastn. and 94,4% no hot water; 
these ^ople need Civil Rights badly— 
but this is their legacy of 50 years of 
Unionism and they are easy meat for 
the unserupulous Paisley, 

White the English press boost O'Neill 
as a 'moderate' and the middle class 


in Belfast flock lo him, the rest of 
the country is more suspicious. To 
the reactionaries, the Craigs, Boats and 
Brookes, he is soft on the RCs—he 
even shook the hand of a mother 
superior and talked to Lemass, To the 
C17 mind this is treason. 

But G'Neill is no moderate. A shade 
11 In il l > W II m^ t rnm iil i i I i 


the right of HeaUi, he claims he stands 
in the direct line of Carson and Crajg- 
avon—the men who swore by "a protest- 
ant parliament for a protestani people' 
O'Neill has been smarter and has 
cemented the alliance with the nationalist 
green lories—but they have now been 
smashed—the aged McAleer beaten by 
the slick opportunist Hume and those 
who held narrowly on lo their scats 
had to canvass the Orange Vote, e,g. 
Carron in Fermanagh will never survive 
the next election. In South Down. 
Rcogh scrapod home with the 'Fenian 


liyOODBURY'. FARLEY HILL, Nr 

** Wokingham, Berks., is an old 
conveni converted into flats. The Army 
used the flats an marncd quarters for a 
tune but left Iherii as 'unfit due to 
dump The flats arc very cold and 
dump and i» some rooms enure walls 
are cuvcicd with mddew uj rising damp 
I hree lamitics. wtlh fi ve chddren belween 
them, have lived there for up to three 
years und l>ccji on Ihe Wokingham 
Rural District Council houMUg list for 
almosi aik lung 

] he ihrec lamihes, fienger. 1 4 ;win and 
W'ilishire, have been pressuring the 
GounetJ for rehousing wuiiout succest. 
The last straw came with a couiiigiI 
mcn^iiage that they could not have a 
coiincd house fm at Icavt another Iwo 
years The reacliun of one of llie 
husbands wai Bugger ill I'm going 
lo squat somewlicre' 

Wokuig RD< hu> ji council estate at 
Winner sh Mtuiy of the houBiev arc 
tM:cupicd and sume urc still being built, 
A number tn Gtiddards < Jose have been 
complete hul empty since November 

On Wedncsciay. slill eniirely undei 
then own uuriative. the three fnmihev 
gave the council an uUiritaiain via ihe 
local evening paper liouisc uv 01 we 
squat!' 

They were then coiilaciud by t ohit 
I>t:aiis. young Liberal militant of ihe 
Coley Park Tenanifi' Asiociatinn He 
icafletted ihe University for help and 
‘defondei^' 

On Saturday evening flSlh). they 
moved in to 9 Goddardii Ckise the 
three familieii with beds, healers and 
Gookmg facilities. The council pigs and 
Mteurity pigi (guarding the unfinished 
hnuset) fussed around but did nothing 
On Sunday aftemnon we rciurried from 
Newcastle and went around to make 
contact. We added our namc$ to the 
'defence' rota along with Reading Um 


students and aome sixth-former* from 
the Schoob Liberation Front 

As (hey were left in peace and they 
did not expect action until after the 
couucjI meeting cut Tuesday the husbands 
went to work as usual on Monday. 
Having discovered that the women and 
children were alone except for a couple 
of students and sixth-formers, the local 
housing officer 'Crosseyes' Bufler moved 
in at 3 pin. with council olficials. 
baiiilfv and two car loads of pigs. 
They got in through the front dour and 
liumped the oceupanb and their furniture 
on the pavement. I here was a eertaio 
amuunt <jf marthandling but the only 
casualty WBH a student with a gra/cd 
hand J he broken glass wum hoarded 
up and the warning given iif legal 
aLtion againsi any fuiihcr squuiung. 

We got around for out sluft' ahuut 
ItalT an hour alicj the eviclion and 
hvliMid I lima poll Ihe lamibev to shcltei 
Un ihe niglil A wchaie idficct was 
called hul iievei arrived 

(hi luiulay Mrs Wdiihire and Mvh 
Lewis giiic L iasihed the council meet mg, 
the pigs were called lo get them out 
bui they waned outside fm ihc cumi 
cillurs 1hcy were theii invited in al the 
end of the incctiiig to be tolif Ihut they 
ctiuld run he ichouiied and thai ilib 
ULliuii was not helping Their case They 
nrc now' afraid ihaT they may he vie 
(imised b) the council. 

Another '^quat in planned for the 
weekend or early next week litn muxt 
remanj secret a I prevcnl. 

Ljical syinpaihy is with the squatters 
as Wokingham RfX with 71W on iu 
housing lisi. hat just joined two other 
councils lo build a £i(K)JKMt mimidpnl 
golf courac. This is* we believe, the 
lull caiic of the receni aquatters' actions 
to be planned by the farnilies f/rrmse/ves 
- a welcomin'^ sign 

Lxiutv Lxw. 


SQUATTERS IN BRIXTON 


WE HAVE A report that nine 
** people involved in the London 
.Squaiters campaign arc in co^Uody as 
we go to press, six in Brixion prison* 
two in Ashford remand cenfre and one 
in Holloway prison. We do not have 
full in forma lion, but understand duit 
these nine, who had been among those 
who for the past three weeks have 
occupied a bouse in Ilford in which 
a homekwt family has been irmalled. 
took over another house on Thursday, 
February 27, This houis had been 
unoccupied for ilircc years, as the own- 
cf'i ion confirmed in coufi on Fiula>, 
February 2« Jt is in cxcellcni com 
rJition and esxeniial sicrvices were itill 
connected. JJtc house uho caniained 
Minio furnitmc- 

Ihc squatters had not completed 
h am cades when Ihe police arnvud and 


made the arrests The nine wore 
charged with 'malicious darttage' and 
fraudulent use of electricity. The police 
asked for a retnand in custody and the 
squatters had no solicitor in court They 
arc to appear again at Barking magi¬ 
strates conn on Thursday. March 6 (after 
we have gone to press). 

Names arc not known of all the 
detained squatters, but those in Brixton 
include Alan Barlow, David Bell ami 
John Hynes. The girl in Holloway 
IS Sandra Reed. It is repinted from 
Jlrixton rhul* boredom aparl. they arc 
in gmud spirits. *havc been treated well, 
and the missionary work of converting 
ihc prison staff to anarchism gtict on' 

Wc assume that local groups will he 
watching the case, ihece has l>een 
very I title press CiH cragc 


COMMUNISTS 

TO JOIN SHEFFIELD POLICE ? 


^HLF1■1M I) Vietnam Dcimm.'iiratmn, 
^ ,Saturday. March I Wlnitever you 
may say ahoul march-style demonstm 
lions (lliut they are p^iintlcss filynls. etc.)* 
you might expect that left wing^iv aciing 
MV stewaril.N might he a little on the 
side of demonsiraion thiirt 
of the pigs. tJii ihif march thv' siewardu 
wcfc like wild animaU, ’(hey dragged 
members out of the march and 
to Hie police, They isKucked 


with the ladicc. trying to box m a sec¬ 
tion of the march which was mo'sily 
AnamhiKi and VSL\ The stewards were 
menibcn of Ihe Conimunisi Party The 
spirit of Stalin is alive and well in 
Shellicld. 

Whatever Communists may mouth ;n 
meetings c^mcermng soliduriTy among the 
left (we're all lighiinf for the same thing. 
Lvrolhers). their real attitude becomes 
apparent when direct action takes place. 


dead vote' while in S. Fermanagh the 
local priest denounced the PD man 
for standing against Carron—'this is 
indeed a most wicked thing to do, Sure 
at his age he can't run his pub* all he 
can do Is be an MR,' 

The remarkable support for PD 'who 
will all lose their deposits' (Dnf/y Tete- 
graph) has enabled them to set up bases 
throughout the country. And this week 
it is back on the slrccis to protea! 
against the new fascist repressive legis¬ 
lation (the amendments to the Public 
latwuii 

.Squat Img acijvny 1 $ abouf to start—to 
highlight the incredible misrule of the 
one party state. Families are pre¬ 
pared to move in and preparations are 
m hand to keep them proiccied. Under 
the proposed legislation this will lay 
anyone open to 6 months prison. 

Meanwhile ihe attempt to penalize 
and/or jail well-known i^D activists goes 
on. Money and help i$ urgently needed. 
At a Conference at Conway Hall on 
March L the assorted Left in London 
seemed more interested in dialectical 
meander in gs and self - congratulations 
than in pledging and providing langible 
help We need bread and participation* 
street activity is being planned for 
Easter and anyone who cares for the 
freedom of the individual should be 
prepared to come over, Nl is purl 
of GS—not ILSOO miles away. 

Irish Comrade and 
Member of PD 


h seems that wc have to learn those 
lessons through the meaningless arresis 
of our comrades* It is not amiss to pnml 
out that half of those arrested in Shcfikfd 
on Saturday were anarchists who had 
been invited to take part. The cause of 
.ill the trouble wa.s the fact that the Com¬ 
munists wanted the denumstrators to be 
disciplined in lines of six abreasL This 
w*as only enforced at points where the 
police were massed, near police hose^ 
for example, where dcmonsiraiors could 
be picked out of the crowd—perhaps not 
indiserimmatcly. As a result of this* 
leading members of the Yorkshire An.ir 
ehist Federation now face heavy sen- 
Icnecs 

Tile r»ri is ihul the allilude of the CG I 
In France "6H caniioi be Knlofed on 
iiiillomil itriHiiids. HluIrnisU excrywhere 
hnlc the real left more than they hiite 
enpliiilUiii und explojtnlion* *Slieniielil 
CP’s iittenqil to inuke out that they Vcnlly 
care* iiliout ^'ietmiiii has resulted (n an¬ 
other mill being drisen inlo their ri>ttinu 
coffin. 'khniH fl'c nwnihers of ihc CP 
hiimt ilieir uieinhershlp canl«i on the 
vtep\ of Sheffield City Hall. 

YtWK^stMBE Anarchist Federation 

P.S. Following the demonstration de¬ 
scribed above, Keith Nathan has been 
fined for ^threatening behaviour and 
ossa 11 ItV John Quail, who had received a 
blade eye. was fined £M1* I^vc Jefferies 
ha-s been remanded llll March 26 and 
Nigel Wilson has been found nm guilty. 
PC 281 should be remembered sped ally, 
for hU behaviour on ibia occasion. 
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BOOKS ON 
ANARCHISM 


and kiadrad\subject9 

We can get books to order (school 
mud technical books inckidcd). 

Please supply name of publishers. 

The Cominonscftrie of Municipal 
Trading (1908) Bernard Shaw 5/- 
Thc Origin and Ideals of the Modem 
School Francisco Ferrer S/6 

Candid Reminiscences: My First 
Thirty Years Upton Sinclair 6/* 
The Twenty-Fifth Hour 

C. Virgil Gheorghiu 5/^ 
The DeviPs Dictionnry' 

Ambrose Bierce f/6 
East Wind over Prague (1950) 

Jan Stransky 5/- 
Freedom ts the Man Philip Rush 6/* 
Israel Kallsch W. L. George 5/- 

Strangc Defeat Marc Bloch 7/6 

Ideal Cominanwealths Plutarch^ 
More, Bacon, Campanclla, and Hall 6/- 
The Brass Check 

Upton Sinclair (paperback) 8/6 
The World and the Afoiii 

C. Moiler and Ebbe Rasmussen 6/“ 
My Siberlait Life M. A. Novomeysky 8/6 
An OulUnc of the Economic Histoiy^ 
of England D. W. Roberts 3/* 

W^ork and Wages 

Thorold Rogers (damaged) 3/6 
The World of WjUiain Clissold 

H. G. Weils(2vols.)sei 7/6 
Ten Ladies of Joy 

George Rylcy Scott 6/- 
The Control of Industry 

D. H* Robertson 3/6 
What we Arc About to Receive 

Jay Franklin 6/- 
The Case of Sergeant Grischn 

Arnold Zweig 3/6 


Freedom Bookshop 



Write or Come! 


Editorial office open Friday, March 7, 
6-8 p-m, and Monday, Marcli 10, 2-8 ii.ni. 
Telcpboue: BlShopsgate 3015, 

New temporary address: 

84a WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
c/o Express Printers, 

(entnuioe Angel Alley), 
WHITECHAPEL, E.l. 
fUudergrouud: AJd^aic East. Exit* 
Whitechapel Art Gallery, Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 

'"emporary opening times: 

Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p.m. 

Saturday, 10 a.m,-4 p.m. 



BOOK REVIEW 


CONSCRIFIION, a world survey, cd. 
Devi Pnisad and Tony Smyttic. (WRI, 
3 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. Paper- 
hack, lS/>, post 8d.) 


Worlil Survey on Conscription 


'Countries without conscription . , . 
arc rare, in many cases one of the first 
acts of newly independent States has heen 
to impose compulsory military service 
upon their ciiizens , . . and ttovernments 
their ciiizens . . . and governments 

with a large proportion of their people 
living in poverty siiil feel that they 
must divert money and manpower to 
the maintenance of a conscript army,* 

T hus HAROLD BING in his intro¬ 
duction to Conscription which Devi 
Prasad and Tony Smythc have sub-titled: 
Compulsory military service and resist¬ 
ance to it. The latter makes up a con¬ 
siderable and edifying part of the 'case 
histories' incorporated in some sections. 

This book with its specialized subject 
could hardly be expected Co reach best¬ 
seller circulation. Neither would one 
look for enthralling intricacies of plot; 
yet I went two stops past my home sta¬ 
tion on a regular journey while looking 
through it foj^ the first lime. The editors 
introduce it with a note that they have 
not attempted to write an exhaustive 
account of the laws of all the countries 
covered by the survey, nor to present a 
comparative study of different systems, 
but that they have tried to deal with the 
aspects of each country's experiences 
which either have special features or 
which give some indication of the gcncial 
trends in the development of conscrip¬ 
tion or the treatment of conscientious 
objectors. 

Countries arc given in alphabetical 
chapters, varying in length from the two 
lines for Albania to the 75 pages for 
Australia and 13V pages for Great Bri¬ 
tain. It is tempting to quote something 
from many, lo give a picture of the 
significant differences of altitude and 
application of different types of govern¬ 
ment, and the varying degrees and 
methods of resistance these evoke; as 
well as the extension of conscientious 
objection from religious to political and 
libertarian grounds. In a few cases the 
temptation is irresistible. For example; 

.4uslnil]a (which has had conscription 
since 1903): The Defence Bill of 1909 
* . . (proposed) compulsory drill for 
cadets aged 14 Lo 18. . . , Cadet train¬ 
ing actually commenced on 1st July, 
191K . . , During the 2J years from 
Jinjunty i9l2, put tyf a lotnt of j‘23,497 
cadets, 27,749 were prosecuted for fail¬ 
ing to comply with the regulations. 
5,732 boys were imprisoned in military 
fortresses or civil prisons. ... At 
Broken Hill miners gave their full sup¬ 
port to those who resisted and pre¬ 


sented one boy. who had served a fort¬ 
night in gaol on bread and water, w.th 

a medal. . . . 

‘In October Labour 

Government p****^'* Crimes and 
War Precautions Acts calculated to 
curb disaffection, which greatly contri¬ 
buted to the-erosion of civil libcriies.' 
Puerto Rico: 

never fully with the con¬ 

scription system, 1948, when laws 
were enacted, 6a,0fX) youths liable to 
service did nut regi^l^r and only 8 of 
them were sent prison. In subse¬ 

quent years only ^ were imprisoned 
although it was reported that about 
28% of those liable did not register.’ 
Mexico: The current Military Training 
Law , . . makes all rnalc citizens liable 


to military training at the age of 18. 
The first period of active service is for 
one year, followed by I! years with the 
firsl reserve, 10 with the second and 5 
with the Home Guard. . . , The call-up 
age is 18 but conscripts arc not re¬ 
quired to do more than a few hours’ 
training each week and no uniforms 
are provided, ... On completion of 
1 year’s military training the conscript 
receives a ‘"cartilla” stating that he has 
fulfilled his obligations. Without it he 
cannot obtain work, get married or 
leave the country, . . . Some people 
have received their ‘"cartilla” without 


ever attending a training session on 
payment of 150 pesos ’ 

Viigosliivm;,^. , , after the creation of 
Yugoslavia rfi^g position of Nazarenes 
deteriorated further. . , , Older mem¬ 



bers of the Congregation today recall 
with sadness that, before World War 11, 
some of them were imprisoned together 
with Mosa Pijade, one of the leaders 
of the Yugoslav Communist revolution, 
and that he promised that things would 
be different when the Communists came 
to power, . , . According lo a 1958 
report* at that time there were about 
200 young Nazarenes in prison, less 
than half of them for the first time. 
20 of the 200 were serving their third 
sentence, and at least one, a "4-timc 
loser", was well into his second decade 
behind bars. , . / 

Norway: . . Political objection to 

military service is another issue which 
has come very much to the forefront 
in recent months. It started when a 
group of 40 students . . , declared that 
they would refuse to serve in Norwe¬ 
gian armed forces as long as Norway 
remains a member of NATO and as 
such is CO'responsible among others 
for the American war in Viclnam. 
They will not refuse ordinary military 
service on CO grounds and therefore 
cannot join pacifist organisations , . . 
their group has grown to at least 100 
(February 1968), . , . The problem for 
the Minister of Justice is: Can he put 
all these clever and well educated 
young men into prison? And how 
many will there be in the end? They 
may grow to hundreds of thousands if 
America carries on fighting in Vietnam. 
This campaign has put the Govern¬ 
ment in a dilemma/ 

Appendix I lists the countries written 


NORTHERH IRELANO- 

Open Letter from the LEA 


rpHJS EASTER there will be activity 
^ in N. Ireland at Belfast. The pre¬ 
cise plans arc not yet available but will 
appear in the next issue of Freedom. 
The LFA has already made it known that 
it is willing to support the People’s 
Democracy in its street activity. Arrange¬ 
ments are no\^_^being made by the LFA 
for transport .Comrades and groups 
going over lo nc!p the PD. Anyone who 
warns go ov<H^ jon Good Friday) 
should get in touch with the LFA at 
84b Whitechapel High Street, E.l. Easter 
is only three weckjf away so we want 
replies very quickly. 

Ireland is a very important issue, Mr. 
Vorster, South African Premier, once 


sard that he would swop the whole of his 
repressive legislation for one section of 
the Special Powers Act! AND this is 
something we can do something about. 
As many comrades are likely to be con¬ 
fined by the ‘liberaT Terence O'Neill, we 
need as- many over there as possible to 
help restore ordinary civil rights to 
Northern Ireland. This isn't 13.500 miles 
away. Individuals who want lo go over 
n their own can make contact with Dick 
_ TcRobcrts, c/o Pcop\c*a Democracy, Stu¬ 
dents' Union, Queens University, Belfast. 

SEE YOU AT EASTER . , , BELFAST 
WHERE ITS ALL HAPPENING. 

L.F.A. 


about and summarizes the position in 
each. Of 78 listed, 68 currently impose 
conscription. 49 of these make no provi¬ 
sion for conscientious objection. 

Great Britain of course appears among 
the 10 where there is at present no con¬ 
scription. The chapter gives a full and 
informative historical record* with more 
statistics than in any other chapter. (In 
passing, there is a surprising amount of 
information on the U^R.) The editors 
of the survey have, in the chapter on 
Great Britain, made the logical progres¬ 
sion from conscription to the arrange¬ 
ments made for conscientious objectors 
in the armed forces, bringing these up 
to date with the latest provisions for 
servicemen, including boy soldiers, an¬ 
nounced on February 5, 1968 (sec also 
pREftKiM, 17.2.68) as a result of which 
‘boy soldiers will no longer have to com¬ 
mit an offence and serve ninety days’ 
detention in order to get their discharge*. 
Nonetheless, the Government has refused 
point-blank to allow boy entrants the 
right to leave on reaching the age of 18, 
when their period of service officially 
commences. So the fact remains that 
there are in this country men who* while 
not ‘conscripted*, arc committed to long 
periods of military service the voluntary 
nature of which is not easily apparent. 

M.C 


Lectures on 
Anarchy in Leeds 

S WARTHMORE Educational Centre 
is running a six meeting course 
called ‘.Anarchy: Seminar’ from April 25. 
(Swarthmore is ten minutes walk from 
Leeds City Station. The course is from 
7 10 9 p.m. on Fridays.) Michael 
Teeman explains and comments on 
anarchy as a political and social ideal, 
in its historical context* and as a present 
force in society. In six weeks ihc 
history of ideas from Godwin through 
Proudhon and Bakunin and Kropotkin 
to Rudi Dutschke and Cohn-Bendit will 
be traced. 

Swarthmore have promised that if the 
course is well attended they will turn it 
into a 24-meefing WE A course r/i the 
autumn. SwanVimorc is an adult edu¬ 
cation centre with a canteen, library 
and clubs, and it is very popular, and 
attracts quiie a lot of students. 

M. 


FREEDOM PRESS 

NEED volunteers to make racks and 
other carpentry' w'ork in new premises. 

NEED comrades lo clear dump in 
Angel Alley (with remuneration)—bring 
pickaxes and shovels if possible. 

Get in touch with Graham Moss c/o 
Freedom Press, 


Subscription Rates 

(Per year) 

liiliind 

’FREEDOM* ONLY £1 13s. 4d. 

'ANARCHY' ONLY £1 7s Od. 

COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 

£2 I4s. 4d. 

broad 

'FREEDOM* ONLY 
surface mail £J 10$. Od. 

airmail (US$8.00) £2 16s. Od. 

'ANARCHY* ONLY 
surface mail £1 6s. Od. 

airmail (US$7.00) £2 7s. Od. 

COMBINED SUBSCRimON 
surface mail £2 lOs. Od. 

Both by airmail 

(US$ 12.50) £4 5s. Od. 

'Freedom* by airmail, 

'Anarchy* by surface 

mail (USS 10.50) £3 178. Od 

PUBLIC Arms include 

Berkm€m*s 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 ( + 5d) 
Backer^s 

RATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/. (-h4/6) 

Richards 

MALATESTAr His Life and Ideas 
Cloth bound 21/. (+1/3), 
paper 10/6 I/-) 

BernerFs 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- ( + 9d,) 
Woodcock*s 

THE WRITER & POLITICS 7/6 
and 

.^nnuai Voiumes of Selections from 

'^lEEDOM 1932.1964 
tch year’s volume 7/6 (+1/-) 
nil lift on applicmtk»]i. 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 


LONDON rtDtRATlON OF ANAKCHtSTS, 
All correspondence lo LFA, c/o Freedom Press. 
Sunday evening mcetines ai the 'Mciropolilan 
(comer of Ckricenwell Road ant! Farrmgdon 
Jioad), 7.30 p.m. NcjU iiicclinB Sunday, March V. 
23, Folksongs. 

EALING ANARCHIST CROUP, Contact Liudsay 
Wuher. 19 Aylmer Road* Sliicphcrds W,12, 

HARINGEY. 'Siege of Sidney Street Appreciation 
Society** Meet Wednesday*, 8 p*m.* at A. Bar- 
low *s. 2a Fair&cJd Gardena, Crouch Fnd, N*8* 
LEWISHAM* Conuict Mike Malel. 6JU Gran* 
villc Park, Lewiaham, London, SrE.13. Phone: 
0t-'K52 8879. 

MALATESTA group. Contact Reg Broad, 
5 Wclbcck Court, Addison Bridge Place, W N. 
603 0550. 

PORTOBbLLO ROAD ANARCHIST CROUP. 
Contact Andrew Dewar, 16 Kilburn House, MaJ- 
vom Place, N.W 6. MceUng^ 8 p,nv every 
Tuesday. 

WKST HAM AN'AKClilSTS* Re«:ular meetiniis 
and activities contact Mr. T, Plant* 10 Thackeray 
Road, Ham, E.6. Tel.: 552 4162, 

Forward witJi Ptach'it AnurdiislA* Regular meet* 
ings Contact P*P,, 246 PortobeiJo Road, W.M. 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Every Wednevday at Jack Robinson*s and Mary 
CajiiM*!i, 21 Kumbold Road, S.W.6 (off King/i 
Koajj, H p.rii March 12. Why we want anarchy. 
[‘Very Monday at A. Barlow's. 2a Fairfield 
Gardena, Hornsey, N 8. (Siege of Sidney Street 
Appreciation Soc*ety). 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

BFXl.FY ANAROilM MOVLMKW, Steve 
1*eruan, 28 New Road, Abbey Wood, S.F 2, Teh' 
IVI J5377 Meetings every Friday, 8 p.m , Lord 
ffealcy, UcxJeylicath Broadway 
BIRMINGHAM ANARC HIM GROUP, Secrclury, 
Pclcr I c Mijre. 22 Jlillcwcll Road, 1 d^baslon, 
Hirimiighuiu, J6. f iberlarluii di^ciiNMon gronp^t 
held H p.m on cacli Tuesday ut ' JJic ( ^own^ 
CorporuUon Sireci ((Jpp, J aw f’mjnvi. Birniiiig- 
ham ( i\y S ux to Sccjctury for dtiai/K. 
BOURNKMOUITI AH LA* 1 oca I anuiclibti can 
be contacted throujcJi Nigel Hoh, Rommore, 
FUirvcy Road, Canford, Whiihnrnc. Doiset fWiiii- 
borne 2991 ) 

CORNWALL ANARCHISTS* Contacl Arthur 
Jacobs* 13 l^drah Road. Si AiiKtcIt. Cornwall. 
DiM^uMion ineclingii on the kccoikJ Friday of aai-li 
inomh at lliiari and Ma/el McGee'a. 42 PenUarve.s 
Street, IkacOti. Camborne. 7.30 p ui VJxliJng 
comrades very welcome. 

CROYDON l.tRERTARfANS* Mactings every 
Znd Friday of each niontli Laurent and Celia 
Oiler, 35 NiUl Road, 'fliorntou Meaih (tIV 
7546) 

PDGWANI. PEACK action group, Contacl 
Melvyn Fairiri, 84 I'dgwarcbury lane. J.dgware, 
MJdcU. 

irPJtrS. Cnnlact Val and JiMm himiifil, tO Fry 
RDa<l. ChellN. Stcvarianc 

IPSWffTI anarchists. Conlact Neil Dean* 74 
Cemetery Rmid. Ip^iWli-U. SufTolk 
f PfC'FSfFR PlIO.IFfT. PeficcM ibentrltr, 
action and debate Pvtry Wrihurxlay s' 4 p m 
■ t I Tlie e^TCicrnt Kini? SirrH T 
NORTH SOMFHSLr ANARCIMSI C;R0UP. 
Coirlact Hoy I mcry, 3 Abbty .Strrrf, Balk nr 
GcofTfffv Rnrfiwt, 71 Si. Thoirm* .S'trecI, Wdh 
NOTTfNC KILL. MeeUng^ at John Benneiri* 


Flat 4. HZ Clarendon Road, W.IJ. Every Monday 
evening, 8 p.m. 

ORPUNGTON AJNARCHiSl CROUP. Knockboll, 
Nr. Sevonoaka* Kent, tvery six week^ at Green- 
wayfl, Knockholt. Phone: Knockholt 2JI6. Brian 
and Maureen Richardson, Next off centre meeting 
Greenways, Saturday* March 1. 5 p.m., 'What to 
do about Violence in Education', 

REDDITCH ANARCHISTS AND LIBER^ 
TARIANS. Contact Dave Lloyd, 37 Fcckenhsm 
Road. Headlc*s,c Cross* Redd itch, Worcs, 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Three-monthly nice bugs. Groups and individuaii 
mvued to associate: e/o Peter Newell (sec N,E. 
Essex Group), 

Group Addrck^es:-^ 

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell* 91 Brook 
Road, Toiieshunt Knighis. Tiptree* Essex, Regular 
meelioBS. 

BISHOPS STORTIORD. Vic Mount* 'Eastview', 
CaxUc Street* Bishops Slortford, Herts* 
CHELMSFORD* (Mrs,) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Purkigh, Chelmsford, teex. 

EPPING, John Snrrick* 14 Centre Avcmic, 
J3ppinHi Ea.sex. 

HARLOW. Ian DaUtii.* IH Brookline Field, 
Harlow and Annctle Gunning* 37 Longbanks* 
Harlow. 

LOUGHTON. Croup c/o Students' Union, 
Loughlon Collegia of Further Education* ItnrdcrB 
l ane* U>ugh;on, Buncx. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

.Secretary; Rob Wilkinson, 73 TrafTord Street, 
Prcslon. Next federation rueeting March 29/30. 
BLACKPOOL. Contacl Christinc Seddon* III 
Jlurconrt Road, Blackpool, 

HOLI'ON. Jliiyc^* 51 Kydnl Road. 

Holion, 

CIIOKLKV. Contact Kevin Lynch* 6 Garfield 
Terrace. Chorloy ^ 

LANCASTER AND MOHECAMBL. Contact I.e<i 
Koiidi, t92 ThiNton Road. Morccumhe, I ancs, 
Mcelmgt MojiJiJyh a I 8 pm, PhlJ Wotnlhcatri. 
30 Dunkcld Street, Fancasfer. Regular literature 
Males. 

iJVEUPdOl ANAKdirsr PRIU'AGANDA 
CROUP ANP ^HIPPV movement, Genv 

BrecH 15 Faulkner Sipiaie, t iverpool, R Meciinnh 
weekly 'Freedom* Sa1«—Pier Head. .Salurdayi. 
Sundays, livrnini* 

MANCTIE.SIKK ANARrillST GROUP. The 
Sc<.rclary'. Fehx PlulMpv, 9 Thilaiid Sircct, F'liMow- 

ktlil. MaJiche^*^^' .r.. r, « 

Regular weekly mteUrigi Contact StLicury lor 


voiiUie 

MKR.SKVSIllf ANAHCIIISTS. Mccliiiiti every 
Tuesday at ft pm. a* HK High Park Street, Liver¬ 
pool ft Contacl' CTirli Kncath, Basemen^ S2 
Belvidcfc Rcaid^ ^ +vrrpn<d. I 8 ITQ 

PRESTON ^ARCins r GROUP, f uiited J U 
Cowbiirti, |40 VV.tllny Strecl Honi). FlltwOfuj, 
Preitun Ihe Wcilmgton lintel , 

Glover-1 rniift Pto^tnn Wednesdays. K p.m 

SURREY FEDERATION 

O Wright f'nllcgc Rtiid. Epiom* Surrey 

Grmin^ nHti invited to aiiciciBlc. 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 


nrnitnt fenrt IndividUflU blVIteil 10 C/o 

iVdX Punier 5 nblmry. rindnM Road. White- 

'rin^riiTori'"* Utivr ANAiKHim CHUllp. 

Coiiuc! Nifk niflon Rond, 


Brigluon* BN I 3HN. Regular fortnightly meetiogi. 
Contact Secretary. 

CRAWLEY ANARCHIST CROUP. Contact 
Richard Ax b wet I, 87 Bucksw'ood Drive, Gossops 
Green. Crawley. Sius?.ex. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP 
(see detaiLs under Student Group^. 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 

Mectiiiga every 8 weeks. Next lueeting Febru^y 2* 
Secretary: Colin Beadle* c/o Dokwood Farm, 
Clifle-cum-Lund, Selby* Vurkslijre. Look out for 
'Ltbcr^!' 

HALIFAX; David Stringer, c/o Paul Simon, 91 
Fssex Street. Parkinsion Lane* Halifax. 

HULL: Jim Young, 3 Fredericks Crescent, Haw* 
thorn Avenue* Hull, 

KElGlil.EY: Steve Wood, 26B Cavendish Street, 
Keislilcy. 

LEEDS: Direct Action Society, Contact John 
Boutwood* 142 Brudenetl Road, Leeds, 6. 
SHEETlELDi Dave Jeffries, c/o Students Union, 
Western Bank. Sheilield. 10. 

VORKs Nigel Wilson, Derwent College* Univer- 
aiiy of York. Heslington, York. 

WELSH FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP* All corre* 
uomlnie* to:—Pete Raymond, 18 Marion Street, 
Sptoti. Cardiff. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROUP* Contact 
Ian Bono. 22 Glanmor Road, Uplands, Swamsea. 
Weekly meetings, 'Freedom' sales and action 
projects, 

LLANELLI: Contact Dai Walker* 6 LJwuynoendy 
Road* Llaiielli* Canu. Tel: Llanelli 254ft. 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Supporl wanted for minierouA activities in area 
.Secretary: Anthony Matthewi, 35 MayvilJe Road. 
London* f:M 1. Mcclings (ortniglilly on Sundayt 
at Rtm Roiley'** ifainauli Road. E.tl (LEY 
fl0*'l9). Ten minutes from I eyioiistone Under¬ 
ground, 

Active griiupv in LEYTONVTONE, STFPNF.Y, 
NEWHAM* II EOKD* DAGENHAM, WOOD^ 
lOHD uud LIMEIIOUSE, 

STUDENT GROUPS 

AllIKDEEN UNIVKKSIIY GROUP. C/o Ian 
ami Peggy KuUierlartd. H Estileniioiil A venue, Aber* 
ilecn* 451 . 

CAAIBKtUGE UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST 
GROUP. Contact Matthew Rohcrixon, Trinity 
(.'illlege, or John FuMcriciij, Jeaun College. 
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCIHST GROUP* 
John Byford. 26 Bedford Sqiiare, BrtBhlun. .Sirisex. 
Mcciing'i every -iectind Thursday jointly with 
III ighinn (irmip; boo^Mall every MimJay oiitvldc 
J r H . 12a 30 p.m 

YORK UNIVERSITY, Contact Nigel Wilson* 
l.)Grwcnt College, University of York, liealinglon. 
Vnrk 

EASE ANGLIA UNIVtKSIIY* Contact Dave 
I nmiix. FAS U. V H A , Norwich. NOR 88C. 
I.tllEKTARlAN STUDENTS FEDERATION* 
Contact adihciis KeUh Nalhnii, UH Penny mead, 
Harlow 

I IVEHPOOI. ITNIVERSITY ANARCHIST 
GROUP* Cmnact al the honkslull in the Stu- 
ilerK t Inlon /’over every Fridav IimclUimc 
0X1 OUD ANAKCHIST GROUP. Conlact Francis 
f ajshne. Pembrnkc l. olleKe. or Steve Watti. 
Tfiiiliv t^oHcgc. 

MANtHISTIR UNIVIRSITV. Contacl Miko 
Dun or Hilt Jnmicsnn i/o Univcraliy Unton. 
(V^roiil Bond Mimc'hfiier 11 
I M ANAR( H1S1 GROUP C/o SuidcbUi' Union, 


LSE, Houghton Street* W.C*2* Read and sell 
' Heave rL 

KINGSTON COLLEGE of Technology, Penhryn 
Road* Kingsion-upon*Thaniea, Surrey. Contaet 
G. WrighL 

SCOTTISH FEDERATION 

-All correspondence to Bobby Lynn* Secretary, 12 
Ross Street, Glasgow, S,E, 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST GROUP* Hob Contrie* 
288 Hardgatc or Ian MitchdL 3 Sinclair Road., 
GL.ASCOVY .VNARCHEST GROUP* Robert Lynn. 
12 Ross Sircel, S.E. or Joe Emblelon, 26 Kirk¬ 
land Road* N.W. 

EDINBURGH* Tony Hughes. Top Flat* 40 Angle 
Park Terrace* Edinburgh 11. 

HAMILTON AND DISTRICT ANARCHIST 
CROUP* Robert Linton* 7a Station Road, New 
Stevenston, MotherwcIL 

FIFE* Bob and Una TurnbuU, 39 Stmtheden 
park. Stratheden Hospital* By Cupar. 
MONTROSE, Dave Coull, 3 Eskvtcw Tcrratre, 
Fcrrydcn, Montrose, AnguK. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST ANAKCTilST CROUP* Meetings every 
Saturday, 2 p.m,* 44a Upper Arthur Street (tep 
ftoor). "Freedom' sales. 

SOUTHERN IRELAND 

ALLlANf.'E OF LIBFRIARIAN AND ANAR* 
CHIST GROUPS IN IREL.AND. Please send all 
communication\ with ^lalupcd envelope to The 
Secretary'* c/o Freedom Press, 


ABROAD 

AUSIHALLA* Federation of Australian Anai* 
chistj* P.O Box A 389, Sydney South, NSW 2000. 
Phone No. 69'^ftU95 Open discussion and hteta- 
luru :!iale in the Ooruain^—HSunday* 2 p.m. Call at 
59 bvelcjgli Street, Red tern* NSW 2015 for pat' 
von a I diAcaurse* tea and overnight a«:commodaliori. 
HFLCHJM* Groupc du journal Lc Libertairt* 22U 
rue Vivcgnii, Li^Bt- 

USA, Jama W. Cam, secraiary, Ihe Aoarehiit 
Coniinitiec of Corrcipondence* 323 Fourth Str«t. 
Cloquet. Muineaota 55720, USA 
VANCOUVUt* B.C** CANADA* Anyone ini4«** 
[#d ia anTchiirt aodior 4b«oi mIIP 

j’jeace gtoup contact Derek A. Jamci* c/o 24-160 
Bail 20th, N. Vancouver* B.C., Canada. TeL: 
9ft3 7509 Of 987 2693. 

T O R o N r a UBEErA&IAN - anarchist 
G ilUUI'* 217 Toryork Dnve* W'aton* Ooiario. 
C4tnada Weekly meetmix Read the 'Liber- 
larian'. Third is^ue now out and H was well 1^*011 h 
waiting for! 


PROPOSED GROUPS 

BURNI.EY* Please conUict l.^crnie Cherry. 4 Bur- 
Uiu ^Sl^ccl. Burnley. Lanc.s. 

LONDON* S*W.l7* Tooting. Wandsworth, Streat- 
ham. Phone BRIAN 672 K494. 
NEWCASTl.E/MHITLEV BAY* Anyone wilting 
please contact Peter D Ridley* 4 RockllfFe 
Giirdcus, Whitley Bay, Norihumberlartd. Tel ' 
Whitley Bay 25759 

READING. IJbertariar^ and Anarchist group 
wnuhl tike to contact fellow anarchLsLs in the dfe. 
trict and in ihc uiiivorfiily. C/o 57 Kiln Ride 
WnkhmhorTL Ikirkshife. 

KOC^KDALE* BURY OLDHAM areas. ThoM 
Intcroated in liherUrian activity conlact DavTd 
Purdy, c/o 35 Balmoral Drive. Darn Hill listate 
Hey wood, Lancs * 














ANARCHISM TODAY 


A COMPARAllVELY SHORT while ago, anarchism was so little 
known in this country that those few who were irying to build up a 
movement here were frequently regarded as individual nut cases because 
“everyone knew that anarchism was a ridiculous aberration which had died 
out with the nineteenth century. Now the effort to build a movcmcnl has 
borne fruit to the extent that it is public knowledge that there is an 
anarchist point of view, that press, radio, etc., acknowledge ihc existence 
of such a movement and that people of all levels of education and all 
walks of life claim to be anarchists. 

It is necessary to clarify just what anarchism is ail about, and this process 
of clarification and public debate needs to go on a!i the time. There always 
have been and there always will be, individuals and groups who claim that 
their own particular interpretation of anarchism, however narrow and 
sectarian it may be, is the only anarchism. While it is natural and laudable 
that one should express one’s own point of view forcefully, loo sectarian an 
approach does, in practice, lead to humbug and distortion of facts. While 
such humbug and distortion is the permanent stock-in-trade of political 
parties, it is utterly self-defeating for any group professing anarchism. It is 
selTdefealing not because such a policy is unsuccessful in recruiting ad¬ 
herents or promoting the sales of a propaganda organ, but because the 
group and paper must fall into the hands of politicians and attract followers 
who need, want and eventually achieve an authoritarian power structure. 


THE LEFT AND IHE RIGHT 

Anarctiism aitrads p«>p1e who are 
against fhe order of things existing in 
the modem capkaiiM stale. Opposition 
to this order of things is to be found 
among a wide diversity of people. Such 
dissidents can be divided rather crudely 
between the 'left’ and the 'right'. The 
*lefi\ considered as a broad sped ruin of 
interests, tends towards a greater equali- 
tfliion of properly' distribulion and a 
divorce between property ownership and 
political power. The 'right\ insofat as 
it is in opposition to the status quo, also 
tends to favour a rodistributioo of pro¬ 
perty rights and of political power, but 
upon a different basis. 

The dissident “right', expressed in 
movements such as. fascism, is opposed 
to those elites which have grown up 
under capitalism like the trades unions 
and banking interests, but the result of a 
successful take-over from the extrerne 
as was expressed in the fascist 
regime in Italy and the National Socialist 
legime in Germany, is nor so very 
different from the result of a take-over 
by political parties of the extreme 1eft\ 
The use of the term “fascist' as a 
modem snvear-w'ord has tended to obscure 
iL-5 fme meaning The e.id prod-uct of a 
fascuit \iprii?.ing is very similar to the 
result of a Marxist-socialist take-over. 
In cither case, capitalism is tamed: the 
power struggle between workers and 
employers in an open economic market 
comes to an end. The new ruling class 
[> no longer comprised of the owners of 
capital: the officials of the state are the 
ruling class. The fact that rich indus¬ 
trialists could still he rich men and poor 
Industrial workers pi>or men, after the 
fascist revolution in Italy should not 
blind one to the essential change. The 
rich man retained his good standard of 
nvmg oniir by virtue of his endless com¬ 
pliance with the demands of the fascist 
state: ihe poor man could better his 
standard of living not through labour 
uniontfim, but by advancement through 
the fawrist party. 

Rich and pc.or are comparative terms 
and it is impnnani to rcaljKc this. TTie 
average working man in Britain is a rich 
man, well fed. well cIcMhed, housed, enter¬ 
tained. coddled by the health and welfare 
service^and underworked compared 
with ihc vast mass of the peopk of Asia 
and Africa What ! have said about the 
freezing of purely cconi>mic relations be¬ 
tween rich and pour under fascism 
applies equally tu thuH‘ regiment which 
are regarded a., ocialiit T'hcre, the class 
sinjggic. cx^nccivcd of as the struggle over 
the division of the nalional cuke between 
employers and employee.^ is over The 
struggle which emerges is bet ween those 
with poliitcal power and those without 
Recent history has shoW'n that itiis is far 
bloodier and mofL bitter ihtui the econo 
rnic struggle under capitalism. 

That the term “fascist' has become a 
popular swear-word, devoid of any very 
precise meaning, is a pily. for it b 
sary for an anarchisT crilique of soniciy 
to got clear jutn vhy anarchistv arc to be 
phy.sically txtcnninaled: if either the 
fascism of the ' right' or the state socifllism 
of the left' cv'cr achieves complete power, 
f would nou- in parenihcsiv that the 
famous anarchjsi Malatesta was :j 1 lowed 
til live oul lii nLitiiral lu\ in fusuisi lialy 
and die in his bed. Nt. ptililital form is 
perfect iinywhciv 

PoUt icians oi' tiie e.xlrcfnt rcvoli3tiun;jr\ 
“right' and the revulitl ionuiy Icfr aceuse 
one another of humbug and buih are 
iiiwolutdy correct in thi.s. The myths ol 
the rcvoliiliimyry “right' include racisdism, 
nationalism, re^fiect bu the masculine 
ideal, mi bran.' glor>, and individual pro- 
pert y-ownmg. fn pniclice, all (bis is 
poppycock and ir^n be ntost flapranilv 
violakd m the miercsis of political cx. 
pcihency The myths of the politicians 
of the rcvoluliLinan,' 'left' include inter¬ 


nationalism. social and economic equality, 
racial tolerance, democracy and human¬ 
ism In practice, these arc equally poppy¬ 
cock and are as flagrantly violated by 
socialist states as by fascist ones. Again, 
it is a matter of degree: the worst of 
fascism is not operative in a country like 
modem Spain, any more than the worst 
of slate socialism is operative in Yugo¬ 
slavia, and the mass of the population of 
these countries may well prefer the actu¬ 
ality of the present regimes, to regimes 
they have sidTered under in the past. 

It has been said that hypocrisy is the 
tribute vice pays to virtue. lE is natural 
therefore, that the lip-service which 
Marxist-SDCiali.su pay to certain prin¬ 
ciples which anarchists uphold enables 
ihcm to rub shoulders with anarchists— 
as long as they are out of pow'cn The 
fascists, on the other hand, whose policy 
towards anarchists would probably be 
much the same as ihe Marxist-social isU 
if they achieved power (i,e, censorship, 
gaol or firing squad), preach a line of 
talk which makes it certain that no anar¬ 
ch isr will endure them for a minute. 

THE END OF THE 
SiRGGGi-E 

lu the latter yean of the nineteenth 
century there was considerable co-opera- 
lion between socialists of all kinds and 
anarchists. A number of anarchists were, 
in fact, influential in the movement which 
cveulually gave rise to the Labour Party. 
In those days such a presumed identity 
of interests was natural. 

iL is important to realize how times 
have changed and to gci dear just wliat 
is the significance uf anarchism in Ehc 
world today. Anarchism today has car- 
uinly nothing whatsoever to do with 
“class struggle' if "by that you mean the 
contest t^otween the 'bourgeoisie' and the 
Troletariaf so vividly dramatized by 
Marx. It is supremely irrelevant to anar¬ 
chism if the employees in a certain in¬ 
dustry force the employers to raise their 
wages by 2d. an hour. Fiully for them, 
but so what? The 2d. an hour will he 
just their own extra crumb from the 
naiional cake. 

Whai is relevant to anarchism is if the 
worker:* in an industry are able to change 
its structure in the direction o-f workers’ 
conirol whether or not this is reflected in 
a change in wage rales. In an industry 
there arc generally a number of forces 
holding a balance— the workers, man¬ 
agers, owners and the stale. Thu miwe 
towards socialism—t>r fascism—is for the 
managers and ihc stale lo coalesce. The 
degree to which the existence of the 
owners is maintained, as in a mixed 
economy, or abolished by the state 
Hwalhwmg ltic ivwnci^. depends upon the 
industry and the degree of loLality of 
thi: reginu* the new form <if class 
struggle wiiich emerges, tliLO. h between 
the workciK and the .slate It shnuld be 
noted Ibut the rblc of the managers is 
ambiguou'.; cither they are nianiigcrs of 
tliiiigs, experts in prodiiclivUy hi wbicli 
cave they art as much workers hi^ are 
manual wurktrs, nr they ar-^ managers 
of nil’ll in which case they wdl lend to 
become the state burcaiicjats and the new 
cxploiicrs -'f meir 

AnarcTij.vm siands in shaip conuiisl to 
both laiicjsm and \ltii;e social isni Wor 
kcr^“ conirni is conceived of a: a dircel 
piiTCeNS, nni I h rough some fiction of ii 
'prnlelan.m sTiOc'. The anarchist concepi 
of equality ol right In I he pnHlucis of 
work iiteniis She end of ult systenis of 
differential reward Ihe miiniigerial 
fund mil must imply (fie management of 
pioductivc pi'i>ccsscs nol Ihc managemcni 
of men's lives, and «n no WEiy irivisl imply 
a Jigitt to a hetler Hluiulard of living m 
the contmiinity 

IJtopirin idealism? No, plain common 
sense, and indeed nmny classical anarchiM 
principles have become recognized in a 


fmementarv waV ^ “ coherent philosophy and thai of the 

talist sy 5 t!^nii ^Thc various left-wing socialist groups. They 

assumes^lhai the hope by this tactic lo entice to their 

anv tociillv useffil depended ranks dissidents who will then become 

on an HttemDt fTiHXimize wages or anarchists. Such a tactic results in the 

profits. The fascbi socialist existence of a sort of bastard-an arch ism 

assumoiion is which lip-service is paid to many of 

wage'carncrs or licensed profit- the mytks of Marxism. One might just 

makers—plus the ^ H'T 'vith fascist groups in the 

the slate holds. alone holds hope that the anarchist movement will he 

that the only sensitil^ of society is augmented numerically by ex-fascists, 
one in which work, produce, are and thereby create a bastard anarcho- 

cnsativcly active because they are happy fascism. 

to do so. and not util of grew or fear, H anarchism is to make any useful im- 
Lifc is a huge feast t*’ enjoyed now, pact it must remain a third force. It is 

ajid it is this posjti’’'^ significant that the most modern mani- 

which gives it its distmettve quality. festallons of anarchist thinking have been 

Many revolulionWY reeds have hatred expressed in practical terms not by the 

as their mainspring* hatred of capitalists, “prolctariaf' but by siudems who are 
Jews, blacks, whttP®- freethinkers, or engaged in producing a revolutionary 
political opponents'^the list of identifi- change in the structure of university 
able hatc-oblects ii endless. If hatred is organization. This has coToe as a com- 
ihc mainspring, then violence and even* plete surprise to all the revolutionary 
luni repression are outcome, and no organs of propaganda which have betn 
libertanati future i® possible. Only if concentratinE on wooing the manual 
love of life is the P^itispring for action 
will the revolutionary effort be truly 
libertarian—and love of life right now 
implies dispensing with the methods of 
authoritarians right now. We want no 
‘temporary’ insiHutions of coercion until 
'after the revolution is consolidated'. 

Providing propagandists go on beating 
the old nincieenih ceniury drum about 
class struggle, rmnithiiig the old slogans, 
pretending that every strike is a blow for 
liberty and justice, so the general realiza¬ 
tion of the realities of today will be 
retarded, The nonsense about proletarian 
class struggle purveyed by politicians of 
old, new and hardy emerging political 
parties is the means of leading the tuass 
by the nose into a new form of slavery. 

The loyalty of the Tory working man of 
the nineteenth ccntLiiy, who gladly up¬ 
held the system of hia own exploitation 
and was prepjired Eo lay down his life 
overseas lo maintain his masters* rule, Is 
par^ldcd nijwadays by the Socialist irue- 
heliever. The slogan-chanting crowds 
manipulated by the leaders of twentieth 
century mass movtmqhls (Lenin, Trotsky, 

Stalin, Mussolini. Hiir and aspirants to 
power of nvore recem vintage) arc mere 
fodder. Whether IhJtmystique of their 
is mixed ilpi’wbmaEionalEsm nnd 
racialism, as fu/oured by fascist-type 
movemsmts. or ife continued myth of the 
proleiarian c3a:^^strijgg!c as favoured by 


workers for years. Now, of course, every 
brand of politico is ms king whst hay he 
can in the university field. There is even 
a somewhat ccmscrvaiist reaction mani¬ 
fest in students who arc fed up with the 
political intrigues of those who would 
turn a genuine movement for student 
control of matters which closely affect 
them, to a struggle for the power of 
political cliques. 

The position of anarchists in this 
country being an extremely small 
minority, has led to a sort of anarchist 
inferiority complex when faced with 
larger political groups. Some have been 
sensitive to such Marxist swear-words as 
“petit bourgeoisie', ft is time that anar¬ 
ch isU got over their inferiority complex 
and ceased trying to compete with poli¬ 
tical parties in ways which are quite 
irrelevant to anarchism. While T am no 
advocate of bashing up in the streets, it 
would appear lo me a little more logical 
if anarchists set about the bashing up of 
the chaniers of 'Ko, Ho, Ho Chi Min!“ 
than the police, if they really must ex- 
pres.s themselves in that way. 

All this, of course, is a dreadful heresy 
lo ihe ‘left', just as it was a dreadful 
here,sy to oppose Stalin whjn the Uritieh 
“left’, from the Daily Worker To the New 
Siaiesman, and Tribune to the News 
Chronicte were hailing Stalin as a great 
democrat. Anarchists as a third force 
Bolshcvisi-iype niovemcnts. such mystique stood aside from the two world wars of 

j., - century, despite the jeers from the 

'left', if we arc to take advantage of a 


is siriclly for the ijfugs 

ANARTHLSM AS A THIRD l-ORCE 

Anarchism is a thini force. We have the 
old capital- and land-owning forces, still 
very powerful indeed and attempting to 
maintain (heir power by concessions to 
a mixed economy, '^hey arc the power 
dominant in the western hemisphere. The 
other great force is stale socialism, domi¬ 
nant in the Russian and Chinese empires. 
Many of newly conslttitlcd nation stales 
outside the main power blocs are teeter¬ 
ing between the two dprn inant fomis of 
political and economic organizaiicm, in¬ 
teresting liang-overs frpm feudalism and 
slavery determining local conditions. 
Anarchism, the third force, is concerned 
with furthering libertarian forms of 
social organization. It is not concerned 
witli advancing the interests of any one 
socio-economic class -as Marxists claim 
to he, 

People who cling to tht: trappings and 
prejudices of any particular social class— 
the class of their origin nr of their adop¬ 
tion. for sentimental resorts—arc very 
handicapped in undcrstSJiding what anar¬ 
chism is al! about. Indeed, ii is senti¬ 
mentality about class that makes people 
vulnerable to the emotional appea! nf 
both fa.*! cists and hols he vials. The former 
boost their reenttting by a snobbish 
appeal to 'gentlemen' lo defeat the “cads'; 
the latter by an equally snobbish appeal 
to 'proletarians' to defeat the ‘bour¬ 
geoisie’. 

AnEircbisni has a.s tittle ii\ common 
with fascism iis it hirs with holshuvism or 
any type of Marxist sncinlism. Those 
anarchist “I who join MaofiUi Trotsky Uls, 
tie., on public dcmonMrations would do 
well In rellecE ihc bizarre nittura of their 
acEiiXis. Lor an anmehisi Ui r'all Romcofie 
'wmraiJc' who firmly believes in the 
physical extermination nf anarchists once 
his mob achieve power, is pretty kinky. 
LYiii n he that the activity of publicly 
supporting one's intending exeeiutoners 
h engaged in for fon l>ccftuse no one 
seriously bclievth. ilmt ihe quo will 

ever W nidicaily altered? >1 be that 
these ■aoaivlihi' militanis frel safe fnonv 
the riffes of the future Red fhinnh or 
I'roE^kyiM riiekii heeausc in thutr hcaib 
they trust That the llrilish Hobby wil] 
always he ihere to pnuecl them,? Such 
tuiHi is nol entirely well foiindeil 

1 am well 3tw,irc that some iinurdiists 
deliberately seek to minimi^' to slur 
over Ihe enormous gulf which ^hey pii- 
vatdy admit lo exist belwcen anarchism 


growing movement in this country it 
must be clarified that we are neither 
'left' nor 'right', buE stand for something 
very different Indeed. 

G. 


OUR REPLY 




AGREE WITH Tony Gibson 
that the ciarifjcation and publie 
debate on anarchism should be a con- 
timnng one^ This we regard as a healthy 
sign. People are becoming aware 0 / our 
idem and our propagasida is reaching 
a much wider section of the public. 
We would also agree that individuals 
and groups often claim their awn parti¬ 
cular interpretarion or school to be 
true Of larch ism, 0/ course, as an organ 
of anarchist propaganda, we do come 
in for some criticism because we do 
not necessarily rc/lecr their way of 
thinking and philosophy, which by its 
very naffjre is plural. 

We do not have, as some comrades 
would like, a hard line to put over 
every week. The labels that comrades 
attach to their attarchtsm are not so 
important as the anarchism itself. How¬ 


ever, we would not agree that the class 
struggle does not exist. Far from being 
a hangover from the Fiineteenth cen¬ 
tury, the antagonism between labour 
and capital stifi exists. This oittagonism 
shows itself not only fn strikes far 
more money fwhich we would agree 
that as such is irrefevant to ant^chkm}, 
but (dso in resisting sackings, speed-ups 
of assembly lines, rationalism ion, work 
studies and the hundred and one things 
that managements do to try to get 
more production out of their em¬ 
ployees. The resistmce and struggle is 
against the degrcuiaiion of human beings 
who are only seen as production units. 
The class struggle is for some dignity 
at work, for some say and cofitroi over 
the work process. It is the devchpment 
of this struggle that is important to 
anarchism. 

With the present mixed economy, the 
class .Ttrufgfe mow brings the workers 
in direct confiici with the stale. In 
that sense, the struggle has changed. 
The condicr is between the order-givers 
and the order-rakers, the faceless 
bureaucrats and the workers. fToweyef, 
basically, the confiict is between the 
two classes and stale intervention with 
incomes and. possibly, anti-strike legis- 
iaiion will heighten this conflict. 

Anarchists have always pointetl out 
the dangers of a strong centrdised 
State. This process has i/iereojfei/ in 
momentum during the last few years. 
Because of this, we think that the class 
struggle will intensify. The class strug¬ 
gle is not a mu/ter of theory, no one 
invented it. it is fust a fact. If Tony 
Gibson ever went to tvork fit a factory 
or on a building site wc he 

HonW soon recognise this. 

Editors. 




PLAYINC AT REVOLUTION 





PICTURES OF REVOLUTIOII-2 


1 


7/ there Htw Ofte niatUT ainm which the author of these essays Of^d 
hh friends n^ere not uncertain, it nttT the understanding that the fascist 
state H'ojt f€tscist society, and that tof^itarittn vkdence ^id totalitarian 
reason came from the structure of existinji society, which wv in the 
ai'i of overcoming its Uhtraf past mui incorporating its historicai negatim. 
This presented the chticai thet^'^ of Si^iety with the task of identifying 
the tendencies that linked the iiheral past with its totalitarimt abolition. 
This abtditkm nm not restricted at all to the hgalitarian states and 
since then has bea^te reality in many democracies (and especially in 
the most des'eloped imes)' This i^uotatkyn from the opening paragraph 
to the foreword {presumably ittigincdly written for the German edit km 
published in 1965) prepares one at once for the relevance and edhesion 
and for the dedicatedly. professkmally mteflectual quality of a collecftott 
of essays which at first sight is a rather stratige ass<7rtment: the first 
five essays form a composite piece^ they v\^re all written in the late 
1930r for the Zcitschrift ftlr Sozialforschung which refugees from Nazi 
Germatty ctmtinued to prtiduce after they had settled in the United States 
of Anterk^, and thus they arc impiyrtant and interesting not mty in 
theinseives, but because the critical work which Marcuse sets out in them 
laid the foundations of the later critical social theory and argument 
which has helped to nuike him, in the words of the dustfacket, 'one of 
the intellectual triumviraie, with Karl Marx and Mao Tse*Tuttg, whose 
teaching gives impiratit^i to the intentaticfnal student pr<nest movement*. 
The last three essays are by no means negligible but in relatkm to the 
rest of the book kxyk more like appendices, addenda and corrigenda, 
than independent contributions. {Herbert Marcuse. Negations Essays 
in CriUcaj Theor>, with Translations from the German by Jeremy J. 
Shapiro. Allen Ume The Penguin Press, London. 1968, 42r., pp, .xx 290.) 

VyilERC MAILER BLOWS our minds with pictures of the exisleniial 
pmxis of rcvolutian. Marcuse leads us Ixick to a consideration oE 
ibe nature of the mental praxis which has gradually discovered the 
stale of pcroiancnt revolution in which we have our social beingv 
Marcuse does not believe in the value—or the significance—or even 
in the reality—of the concept (this is slightly repeiilious of something 
1 wrote in Anarchy recently): his life no less than his work is a simple 
staiemenl that our human existence is a set of concepts, a process of 
the formation, destruction and rebuilding of concepts. A man does 
not possess of enjoy his ow'n simple being—he not even is his simple 
self; he possesses or enjoys. Ire is, a concept of being. Both in our 
individual and in our social life whal are reacting and interacting are 
not brute Jumps of matter but perceptions of that matter—interpretative, 
deductive, scif-anajytica.i and self-adjusting: in a word, dialeclicat. Hie 
first notion of the dialectic occurs perhaps in the HcnicHlean notion 
of the eternal flux of being: 'nothing passes under the same bridge 
twice’. More elaborate is the Platonic or Socmtic idea of the relalionship 
of tension, both attractive and repulsive, between the eternal form of a 
thing and the particular imperfect realisations of H in temporal earthly 
existences. In the Middle Ages the Christian Thomisi philosophers 
dcveloj^ the distinction between contingent and necessary being: the 
istinciion between the necessary uncreated divine being and the contingent 
cxistcfice of the beings he has created—iriLjre suggestively they distinguish 
between the essence of a thing, its likeness to God, its God-createdness 
and thus its quality of being an image of the divine, and the ■accidents* 
of a thing, its particular and limited qualities. Descant’ intuition is 
a welding together of the Christian concept of the divided self (between 
the spirit and the flesh) upon the Renaissance concept of the egocentric 
and yet universalizing quality of the individual human intellect: the 
tension between Ihe idea and the form is seen to be a tension between 
the mind seeking an idea of a perfect reality, and the actual reality 
which it (the mind) finds dubious and insubstantial. *The concept of 
essence enters the sphere of the self-ceriain *'ego cognito”, or transcendental 
subj^tivity. Liberated from the bonds and obligations of the medieval 
order and empowered to shape his own world, the autonomous individual 
saw^ his reason presented with the task that had been melaphysically 
hypostalizcd in the doctrine of essence: realizing the authentic potentialities 
of beings on the basis of the discover that nature can be controlled. 
Essence became the object of theoretical and practical reason. Hie 
transcendental, subjective form of the concept of essence is typical of 
bourgeois theory and was first fully worked out by Descartes/ fp. 48: *The 
Concept of Es^ce*.) 


The a^rgument with iJic proEuundty 
pc^simisiically sunk form of subketivity 
which Marcuse aeos as rhe di&tmcuve 
characicrisUc of the bourgeois concepi of 
existence (essence being reduced to a 
mere accidental compurtmcat of bemg) 
is a major theme of ait these early essays. 
In the next essay PI he AffirmaUve 
Chiirecitr of Culm re*} he returns to the 
idea of [he soul which degenerates from 
a promise and unlimited prospect of be¬ 
ing into a Umid betrayal. Descartes fach 
lo integraie hjs concept of Ihc soul either 
with ihe ego as the suhjecE of thought or 
with ihc ego as matcrialistjcalJy deter¬ 
mined by the paitfions ■the soul remains 
an unmaslcrcd iiUermediaie realm be- 
tween ihc unshakable self-certainty of 
pure thought and the maihemaiical and 
physical cenasmy of maiorial being^ ip 
105)—and the Renaiisancc iniimation of 
a universal freedom traversing unend¬ 
ingly an expanding imiveru b reduced to 
the su&lus of a sidekick of the per mu- 
nendy criiis'Siruck bourgcoUi Tnercanlilisi 
market: 

Tftf ctincrpt of the loul pwid its first 
positive expression in the litentturr of ihe 
Renaissance. Here the sou! in the ftfst 
instance an unexplored pari of the world 
(o be discovered and enloyed. To it arc 
extended those demattds with whose pro- 
clamathn the rjrw society accompafikd 
the rational domination of ihr world hy 
liberated man: freedom and the iituinsic 
worth of the individuai The riches of 
the soul, of the "inner !tfe*\ were thus 
th€ asrrelate of the new-found riches of 
0 Merntd Interest in the neglected 

"indivlduol, ineomptu^ahie, living state/' 


through .spirituakt^kon therefore be¬ 
comes one of the decisive tasks of cui- 
Turol edneurion. incorporated 

into spirhuai iifr, sensuality is to be har^ 
nessed and tnms^gtired. from the coup- 
Ung of 5 en.^ualily soui proceeds the 

bourgeois idea of love.' l*^®- 119.) 

The Iwurgcois IhctJO' ^^d pitrclicc of 
love creates I be imafC of the individual 
as ‘an independent, sclf-sufltcicni monad. 
His relation to the (human and non- 
human) world is ciiber abstractly imme¬ 
diate (the individual constitutes the world 
immcrnorially in ilMsIf as knowing, feel¬ 
ing, and willing ego) or abstractly medi¬ 
ated fi.e. determined by the blind laws of 
the production cf commodities and of 
the market).' (p. til) The negative ten¬ 
sion is stalk and uncrcalive; proicstant- 
ism proclaims a I once ihc freedom of 
thou^l and conscience and their abstrac¬ 
tedness from Ihc social process: society 
cannot create or dirwi them in ibc indi- 


dividual's neat work therein: redteation 
Thk is Ihc nadir of ihc fortunes of the 
subjccfivc real: but even now the nega¬ 
tive rcacUon is able to work through, 
transforming reification it*clf into iu 
other: 

‘When the body has completely become 
an object, a bemtiiful thing, ft can fore¬ 
shadow a new happiness. In suffering the 
most extreme r^fication man triumphs 
over reification. The artistry of the beau- 
tiful body, its effortless agility md relaxa¬ 
tion. which can be displayed today only 
in the circus, vaudeville, mid burlesque, 
herald the joy to which men wHl attain 
in being liberated from the ideal, once 
mankind, having become a true sublect. 
succeeds in the mastery of matter When 
all links to the affirmative iderd have been 
dissolved, when in the context of an 
existence marked by knowkdge it be¬ 
comes p(?ssible to have real enjoyment 
without any rmionalizanon and without 



of the soul belonged to the program of 
"living out one's life fully and entirely" 
(iViihelm Bilfhey}. Ctmeern with the soul 
"reacts uptm the increasing differriifia- 
lion of indiyidualhies and augments man s 
cofiseiousntss of enjoying iife with a 
narural development rofued in man’s 
essence" fihid.}. Seen from the stand- 
point of (he consummated affirmative cul¬ 
ture nf (he eighteenth tutd nineteenth cen¬ 
turies, this spiritual demand appears as 
an unfulfilled promise. The idea of 
"natural developrurnt" remains, hut it 
signifies primarily Inner development. In 
the external world the soul citnnot freely 
"live Itself out" The orgftahjftton of 
the world hy the capitalist laliottr prfl- 
eess has turned the development of the 
indlvlduni into economtr compciitUm and 
Irft the sails fact Ion of hh needs to the 
commodity market. A^rnnitive culture 
uses the soul as a protest ugoinsi rr///Cfi- 
riVm, only to suemmh m i( In the end. 
The soul is sheltered m the only area o/ 
iife that has not been drawn info the 
social labor process. 7 he individual’s 
soul is first set off from, and against, hts 
body. Its adopt ton as the detisive area 
of lift can have rwo meanings: the re¬ 
lease of sensuuliiy ius the irrelevant area 
of Iff el or. to the amirary. the subjection 
of to the dominuthin of the 

sout. Affirmative culture unretuivocalty 
took the second coarse Rektise of sen¬ 
suality would be releme of enloymettf. 
which presupposes the nhsence ol guilty 
conscience and the retd iwxsiblliiy of 
gratifienthm, h\ bourgeois society, such 
a trend is UKTensingly opposed by ihe 
necesstiy of disci plming diseontnited 
masses. The htfeenulhation of enjoyment 


yidual, and stmilarly he cannot use them 
in social aclion. Marcuse retums Lo the 
degeneration of the idca^nd a perception 
of The individual in his Foreword. 

‘Freedom of thought and consctmce 
were the sanctioned forms of contradic- 
tion-^often the only ones—and the most 
precinui refuge of hopt. Only rarely and 
in e.xccpthnal cases did bourgeois society 
dare to infringe an this refuge. Soul and 
mind were (m iemt offlcxdly} considered 
hoiy and awsome. mcii- 

f£i^/_v. man ivojf supposed to be as auto* 
nomous as possible. This ivrtf his inner 
freedom, which was his authentic and 
essendai freedom, the other liberties were 
taken care of ^by the economy and the 
state. Norm^iy it woj tiot necessary far 
society to intervene in this sphere: er mtal 
coordination atid subordination of indi¬ 
viduals was not required. The productive 
forces had not reached that stage of 
development at which the sale of the 
products of social labor demanded the 
systematic orgtmizaiion of needs and 
H'antff. incliidiug inteffectuai ones. The 
market regulated for better or ivorjc the 
operation and am put of a fabor fipparo- 
iTHJ not yet depeadeni upon imhiternipied 
mass cimsumpdon. At a iaw of 

productive forces, bourgeois society did 
not yet have the means to administer 
soul and mind without dlscredithig this 
administratiLm through ferrorijfic vh- 
tence. Today total administration is 
necessary, ttnd the are at hand; 

muss gratificmian, market research, in- 
du.strhd psychah^ky- compnter mathctria- 
tks, tmd the fiwcallcd science of human 
relation.^. These take care of the non- 
terrorist ic, depun’radc, spontaneous-auu?- 
tnude hiirnnmi^ftthn of individiml and 
socially necessary neats and wants, of 
autonomy and hetrronomy. They a.isure 
the free elertlatt of individuals and poli¬ 
cies necessary far thfjr .ryjrrem to continue 
md grow. The denweratir uhoUtion of 
thought, which the "common man" 
undergoes au^ontaticaliy and which he 
himself lurries out fin labor and in the use 
nnd rnhnmenf <'f apparatus of peo- 
duethn and consumption I is hrought 
about in the "hig/rrr ienrnhtg" by those 
posiihistk fu^xitive trends of philo¬ 
sophy. suciohft^'^ psychfdogy that 

make the tstnbiished system into an in- 
suttenthfe fur conceptual 

thvughr '^ (PP xii-xiii.) 

The itHJl really b (he eitscnceL hut it 
ticcomes the aNsfraeted, ideal essence im- 
rciihVable in wnrld'; it becomes 

art or world be¬ 

comes object, and sn dsHJs the in- 


ihc least puritanical guifi ffeliog, wAieu 
scnsuoiiis in other words, jjf entirely re¬ 
leased by the soul, r/icn the first gfimmci- 
of a nciv cidturc emerges: (pp. 116*117,) 


■p/ido5iwp/iy tcachts us that all praper- 
fics of mind oniy through free¬ 

dom. that alt are only rnemis for freedom, 
and that all seek and produce only free¬ 
dom To specuiative p/iifojop/iy 6c/ongi 
the knowledge that freedom is that atone 
which is true of mind.' tHegel, yorlesun- 
gen uber die Phihsoplue der Geschichte: 
quoted pp. l36-t37.‘ ‘Fhihsophy and 
Criikaf Theory'.} 

h is Hegel rather than Marx who is 
for Marcuse Ihc great revolutionary 
philosopher of the dEalcclic. Kam and 
Rousseau arc the propdtets of the French 
Revolution insofar as their prcliminurv 
excursus into the realms of a posilivc 
and Siicially active freedom prepared the 
way for the Revolution's negative explo¬ 
sion of social energy: Fichte discovers 
the authoriiarianism within the anarchism 
of this freedom. (On the subject of 
Fichte, Professor Talmon's chapter in his 
Politkal Messianism: the Romantic rha.se 
h one t»f the most jlluminating interpre¬ 
tations of a p<iHucat theory and attitude 
that t have read. The whole book t 
found much more intercsiing and valu¬ 
able than his earlier, better known Origins 
of Tofti/rYorrmi />emtjrrGd:>') Rut it is 
Hegel who establishes philosophically 
thal individual freedom is both the pro¬ 
duct and the indispensable mechanism 
of Ihe 'necessary'' physical and social 
environment 

' . the freedom attained hy Descartes’ 
"ego cogiti)", Tettmffz's monad. KtmTs 
iransccndental ego. Fichte's subject of 
originai activity, and He gel's world-spirit 
U nut the freedom of pteiuuruhfe posses¬ 
sion with whiih the Aristotetian God 
moved in his rm-n happiness. It is rather 
the freedom of interminabie, arduous 
labor. In the form that it assumed au 
riut/icrihV' RfJiig in madern p/ii/f>rnp/iy, 
reason has to produce itself and its 
rr^ii^ty continuously in rf<MTlci'irnuf mate¬ 
rial. It exists only fn this proces.i. What 
reasxnt is ro is neither more 

nor less than the consrituthm of the world 
for the ego. Reason is supposed to create 
the universality and community in wdiich 
the rational suhfect participates with 
other ruffrJFifd xubkcfi It is the basis of 
the pffsslhility that, heyond the encounter 
of mereh self-xu!^ctent moriud.i. a com¬ 
mon life develops in a common world ' 
(p. 139: ‘Pfiffosophy and Critkal Theory'.j 


Reason and freedom exist, arc real 
charaderisiics of human and scKiaJ life; 
but on what level of reality? Far more 
decisively than Dcscajics. Kant sees the 
essence of man lying m his reason 'whkb 
alone ii called upon to do away with all 
errors*, and which 'knows no other judge 
than universal human reason, m which 
each mao has a voice: and since it is 
from fe&xon that every improvement of 
which our condition is capable must 
spring', freedom is its original right 'and 
may not be rcalricted*. 

'i?uf it 1.1 not occtdcfilo/ that two 
different concepts of reason are in ter- 
twined in Kant's work, reason as the uni¬ 
fying totality of man's cognitive fcu:uiiy 
las which it is the subject of the "cri¬ 
tiques' of pure and pructicul reason j. 
and reason in a narrower sense, as a 
single faculty that rises "above" the 
understanding, us the faculty of those 
"Ideas" than can never he adequately 
represented in experience and have a 
merely reguiative function, ft is reason 
in this second, more narrow sense through 
which, for Kant, the transithm to prac¬ 
tical concepts occurs. It occurs under the 
aegis of the concept of freedom the 
"fdea" is transformed into a 
and the "postulate" into a ^7 prac¬ 

tical reason In this way reason'.s free¬ 
dom undergoes stiff another limitarhn 
Through the stipulation that man's free 
reason be united with the empirical world 
of necessity, freedom is hypostatized as 
a timeless occurn fur. it ruin rscrewe its 
can sal fly on the emplrlcul world only 
insofar m (he w^orld has no effect what- 
.wfver an it. Free reason is limited in 
funetkm to furnishing the determining 
ground of actitms, to beginning" them 
Once begun, acTtons enter the unbreak¬ 
able citusai nexus of natural necessity, 
and they proceed in accordance with its 
laws forever after.' tpp. 53-5^; The Con¬ 
cept Of Essence' ( 

Thus Kant paved the way for the bour¬ 
geois suppression or reification of Ihc 
dialectic. Reason and freedom become 
the chanicterisUcs of 'Ideas* which arc 
natural phenomena indeed but existing 
only parallel %vith and quite distincl from 
the rest of the world of ihiAgi.. thus vve 
have the idealist 'afRrmutive cuffuj 

To the need of the isolated Individual 
ir responds wirA general human/iy, to 
bodily misery with the beauty of the 
sold, to exiernal bondage with intertiid 
freedom, to brutal egoism with the duty 
of the realm of virtue. IFherens during 
the period of the rise of the nrw 

jociefy all of these ideas had a progres¬ 
sive character hy pointing beyond the 
attained (frgamzation of exisitnce, they 
entered increasingly info the service of 
the su ppressio n of the dlscon tented 
masses and of mere scifdustifymg exai- 
larion. once bourgeois rule began to be 
stohilized. They concealed the physiedl 
and psychic vitiation of the Individual. 
. . . ffegeJ\t system is the last protest 
against the degradation of the idea: 
agalftst pi ay trig officiousiy with the mind 
as though ft were an oh jeer that really 
has nothing to do with human history. 
At leihst idealism maintained that the 
material ism of bourgeois practice is not 
the last word and that mankind must be 
led beyond it. Thus idealism belongs to 
a more progressive stage of development 
than later prisitivtsm, which in fighting 
metaphysicii ideas eliminates on/y 
their meUtphysical character, but their 
content as well.' tpp. 911-99.) 

When Marcuse esme to write his first 
book—to which the essays of ihe 1930s 
arc much closer in method ihan they arc 
to Eros and Civffiiatton (Rcmttedgc and 
Kogan Paul. 1956} or, I tmaginc (I have 
not read the book, only some reviews as 
yet), Ortc-Dimcnsinjiaf Man (1966: re¬ 
cent ly reprinted in Sphere paperbacks)— 
Hegel is an even more revolutionary 
development from Kani. Kant made the 
creation of a nitional world order the 
work of a 'transcendental conscioasneas' 
and a Transcendental apperception', but 
allowed the exisience of an amtioital 
order of Things-in-themsehes'—a distinc¬ 
tion which Hegel rejected ihc rational 
kltxaa and analyses of ihings “never de¬ 
note mere concepts (as in formal logic), 
bui forms or modes of being compre- 
hended by thought'. A thing is, not sim¬ 
ply whal it appears lo be. or even is, but 
what reason conceives il to he. whaf it 
conceives or knows that thing can be¬ 
come. (Reason and Re\’olution. Hegel 
and the Rise af Social Theory, New 
York: Oxford tJmvcrsity Press. 194L 2nd 
edition The Humanities Press, 1954. chap¬ 
ter 2) There is in fact no actual existence 
of a thing exitfing over against reason*! 
concept of Its existence; and reas 4 ‘tn con¬ 
ceives, not merely what a ihing immc- 
Con tinned on pagt § 
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diatdy IS, but what it polcmiaJly may bo: 
and the latter concept is not less real than 
the former: a thing is what it may be, 
it is able “to be itself in otherness' (Bci- 
sich-selbsl-sein im Anderssein). It is the 
act of reason, perception, which is not 
mere passive understanding, that creates 
the world. The analyticai dissecting 
reason is actually in effect integrative, creat¬ 
ing in freedom a totality out of the whole 
world. The achievement of the world's 
real unity is a subjective act the last and 
highest achievement of reason. In the 
'Philosophy of Mind' (1803-1806) Hegel 
sketches an outline of the history of mind. 
Mind exists first as the universal, pri¬ 
mitive consciou.sness of the community: 
language is the first medium of analysis 
and of integration between the object and 
the subject of consciousness—it is also 
both 'the first medium of community, and 
the first lever of individual appropriation' 
and Revciufion, p. 75). Next, 
labour both integrates and particularizes 
the community, private property is the 
sign and regulator of antagonism within 
community, and lastly the competitive 
society producing commodities for ex* 
change and profit achieves the concept of 
the 'contract', a form of mutual recogni¬ 
tion between competing individuals which 
considers each individual not in his con¬ 
tinent particularity but m his imivcr- 
sality, as a homogeneous part of the 
whole. 

All work and action is a mode of con¬ 
sciousness: 'thinghood, which received 
its shape and form through labour, is no 
other substance than consciousness’ (“The 
Phenomenology of Mmd% quoted in 
Reason and Revolution, p, J 77). The thing- 
hood of otherness is not an irreducible 
and solid i>rison of material necessity, 
but an achievement of the consciousness 
which integrates even as it negates. A 
thing is both ’being for other* (Anders- 
seic) and ‘being-in-itself fAusichscin). 
but at the same time w'hat it is in itself 
is what it is in relation to the other; the 
negation and cofiiradiction of self by 
other is the process of existence—each 
new externa! condition and reaction is a 
phase in the growth of self, a mode of 
self-expression and self-realisation. 'Natu¬ 
ral things never attain a free being-for- 
self; they remain bemg-for-other’: but in 
the human world self-consciousness is ihe 
‘nearest exapiple of the presence of iti- 
fmity' (Reason ond Rer^oir/ridh. pp. 139- 
140). Self-consclousn^s. even when most 
alienated and ideal, is the power of nega¬ 
tion and creative existencc. 

The opening essay in Negations, ’The 
Struggle Against Liberalism in ihc Totali¬ 
tarian View' of the State', is less cncy'do- 
pacdic in its scope than the essays on 
‘The Concsept of Essence' and 'The AfTir- 
mative Character of Culture'. It is a 
more detailed examination of liberalism's 
betrayal of the Hegelian idea of sclf- 
(^nseiousness during the hundred years 
before national socialism: 

Tfie tiberalisr raiionalization of econo¬ 
mic life (as of saciai organizaiion in 
general) is essenttaHy private, if is fied 
fo the rationed practice of the Individuol 
economic subject or of a multipiicity of 
individual economic subjects. In the end^ 
of course, the rationality of llheraiisi 
practice is supposed to demonstrate itself 
in (he whole and characterize the whole, 
hut this whole itself is outside the sphere 
of ratianaiization. The harmony of 
genera! and private interests is supposed 
fa result of itself from the undisturbed 
course of prh'ote practice. Ort principle 
it £r nof subject to criticism, nor does it 
fall within the bounds of rationed pro¬ 
jects for practice. . . The structure and 

order of the whole art uhhnately left to 
irraiiot}^ forces; an accidental "Har¬ 
mony*". a "nuiural btdmee*'. The pimisi- 
bility of liber{disi rraionalhm thus ceases 
immediately when, with the intensifica- 
tion of socied conflict md economic crises, 
general "'harmony" becomes increasingly 
improhabie. A t this point liheraiist theory 
must grasp at irrational justi^cations ' 
(pp. 17-18.) 

The moat exciting pan of the essay is 
Marcuse's exposure of the spurious claim 
lo be The I rue guardian and spokesman 
of particular hurminity against absiracl 
idealism. The immediate apolitical man 
of existentialism becomes on The Bocial 
level the endorsement of ihc total state 
which is present everywhere all the time 
. . and existentittlism abolishes itself: 

\£xisrentialism was ttrig iftally based on 
the "private" char act er of individual 
existence, its irremovable, personal "al- 
ways-bemg^my-own" (Jemeintgkeit). The 
total state rakes over total responsibility 
far the individual existence; extsteniialism 
hod claimed the inafienahle self-responsi- 
bltity of existence. The total state deddes 
existence in alt its dimensions: exhien- 
tudism had put forth as the futulamcntal 
category of existettce that "decidedness" 


If you MUST smoke Poi,grow your own! 


pOT SMOKING once more provides 
^ good news copy for journalistic hacks 
and a cheap vehicle for publicly moraliz¬ 
ing bishops and whiskey-saturated pur¬ 
veyors of legalized drugs (your friendly 
family doctor). Prevailing public hysteria 
for and against this herb need not unduly 
concern the anarchist who docs not in¬ 
dulge in such intoxicants. Ncvenheless 
there arc implications, besides pcrsecu- 


pusher no. alw.ys 

When I made (chemical or 

"Sic " ag'n, my back.yard 

organic) agaim composted and 

s.np of sou^ unadalteraled. besi 

renewed with pure. 

quality pot li ^ ^ 

trusted b^use it tess homegrown. 1. is 
a joumalisiic myth 'hat marijuana can- 



lion, prosecution and incarceration^ which 
should micrest all those who place value 
upon individual freedom. If marijuana is 
legalized it will no doubt be subjected to 
capitalist exploitation {with the tobacco 
complex slowly turning over to pot pro¬ 
duction) and suffer laxation from the 
corrupt State institution Turn on with 
Player's pot and help British repression 
everywhere. If it is not made free there 
Will undoubtedly be increased ijolice 
activity and most available w-ced will 
continue lo be contaminated with toxic 
and harmful additives. Never trust a 


{Bntschlossenheitj which cart be the pro¬ 
ject only of each individual existence, 
the total stair demands total duty h o/i* 
'our even a/fowinp inquiry into the truth 
of such obligation: existentialism (here in 
agreement with Kant) had edebrated the 
autonomous self-giving of duty as the 
real dignity of man. . . E.tisten(ialism 
collapses the moment its political theory 
is realized. The toraTauilwritarian state 
tor Mfhich it longed gives the tie to ail Its 
fra//i5. Existentialism accompanies Us de¬ 
bacle with a seli*abas€m€nt unique in 
the hisfory of ideas, bringing its own his¬ 
tory to end as a satyr play. In philo¬ 
sophy, existentiaiism begins as the anta¬ 
gonist in a great debate with Western 
rationalism and Idealhm, intending to 
save their conceptual content by injecting 
it into the historical concretion of indi¬ 
vidual existence. It ends by radically 
denying its own origin; the struggle 
against reason dni*es it blindly into the 
arms of the powers that be. In their ser¬ 
vice and with their protection, it turns 
traitor to the great philosophy that it 
formerly celebrated as the cuhtunarion 
of Western thought.' (pp, 38, 40-41.) 

The mtelleci abhors a vacuum. The 
choice is not between living by the light 
of the imellccl, and relying upon the in¬ 
timations of the impressionable, unguided 
sensibility: it is between a sensibility 
acted upon by and in its turn acting upon 
the concepts of the intellect which seek 
to penetrate it, and a sensibility lost in 
the blind wilderness of obscure and un¬ 
con sidered images. ‘The philosophers 
have hilherto been cimicnl to explain 
Ihc world; our task is now to change it.’ 
Marcuse almost turns Marx on his hcrid: 
he goes back beyond Marx to Hegel, and 
out of Hegel he extracts Ihc meat of 
revolution: io understand the world is 
to change it, the truly revofutioriary 
action is a mode of consciousness, action 
is the contacting of self and olher, I he 
only revolutionary object and the only 
revolutionary way is clarity of iniellcct 
achieved through a continuous renewal 
of encounter, contact and negation. This 
is uiupiuji and gigantic, but this is the 
character of revolution: it is The character 
also of intcfiect. it is through contradic¬ 
tion that the unity and identiiy of our 
being are shaped however we may seek 
to deny it We arc revolutionaries whether 
wu will ur not. 

It is in the essay ‘On Hedonism’ that 
Marcuse expresses most dearly his con¬ 
viction of the irrcprcsriblc rcvolulionari- 
ness of Thinking. The very idea of human 
happiness- -the idea Thai there is a po^^sj 
bility of unhappiness, lhat There is a 
tension in life hetween Iwo po^sibiliiies- 
poinis beyond the satisfactnrincss of an 
immediate merely personal gratification. 


not be harv'cslcd in the cold and bitter 
north of England. All that is needed is a 
window which caichcs the ma.ximum 
available amount of sunlight, a few plani- 
pKits,,a sun-lamp and friendly neighbours. 
All intoxicants are in some degree harm¬ 
ful (and this includes coffee, tea and jerk- 
off magazines) but after a considerable 
degree of personal experience, research 
and experimentation*,! truly consider pot 
the least harmful aaid most beneficial of 
all drugs. ] would hesitate to give any¬ 
body an aspirin but would willingly be¬ 
stow pm upon ihcnii No more will I 


The hedonism whiejaccepts the super¬ 
ficial dcrires of ihe individual, wheiher it 
accepts or seek 4 merely to bypass the 
society which l^jshaped or misshapen 
them, is a hcdi^Ai^ which has lost sight 
of its beginning: desire is the reach¬ 
ing out for somefcg that is not there, 
a criticism of the tifccdiate reality: every 
living thing bears tai.s dynamic principle 
of unrest and .^eekihg in its being—man 
uniquely is able to Ijsake out of the con¬ 
sciousness and acce^nce of his unrest a 
form of stability. The Epicurean retreat 
from restlessness into philosophical tran¬ 
quillity is a perver^^nd shallow imagin¬ 
ation of the human craving for a perma¬ 
nent and secure identiTy: the only 
satisfaction of the ogical desperate¬ 
ness is in its transce^t^ce: 

*. . . Pleasure perishes, inasmuch as 
the cautious, measured, and withdrawn 
reiaiionship of the indivuluat to men and 
things resists their d^nuinoft over him 
precisely where this dominion brings real 
happiness; as enjoy able abandon. In the 
mtagonistic ordering of existence^ happi¬ 
ness is encountered as (Something with¬ 
drawn front the autonomy of the fiidivf- 
dmh something that can be neither 
achieved nor controlled by reason. The 
elenietu of exiraneousncss. contingency, 
and gratuitousness is Herr essential 
component of happiness. It is just in this 
externality, in this innoettit. unburdened, 
harmonious conjunction of the individual 
with something in the world, that pleasure 
consists.' (p. 170.) 

Jt is this sense of the other, this 
acceptance of the fragiUty of our own 
unity and ideniity. which constitutes our 
most exquisite joy. And in hi« cssjty on 
Norman Hrown written three decades 
later Marcuite leafflrnui ibm the real 
human relafionship, tove ilself, is not a 
mystical obscuring of this *cuse hut its 
intensification: 

'To he sure, "alle Lust ndll liwigkidt". 
but this eternity can only he that of the 
ever-returning munieiiH of jay, of the 
ever-rettiniing .udutum of /4/Mirw. 7eu- 
sion cmi be nmie nonaggressive, non¬ 
destructive. but it can never be eliminated, 
because (freud knew it well) elimina¬ 
tion would be death—not in 0 ty symbolic 
but in a very reat sense, dttd ivc still 
want to live, within our baundurtes and 
divishnts, which icv a un/ to make our 
0117 * instead of teavlng their determi¬ 
nation iif oar fathers and leaders and 
rcjwrxentiitivts. Tor there is such u thing 
as the Sell, the Persim- it does not yet 
exist Inn it must he attained, fought for 
against all those le/uj tin* jneventing its 
emergence and who suhstittitf it an 
illusory set}, namely, the subject of 


fill my lungs with this sweet and gentle 
grass. Nevcnhcless it seems far better 
for young people to smoke pot and reject 
beer. 

As a reformed drug user, no longer to 
be turned-on with a prescription from 
the family pusher (the National Health 
Service i.s the biggest drug-pushing con¬ 
spiracy in the world), 1 feel it only right 
and just to disseminate that informaiioii 
which will allow those who choose to 
grow their own. If the rioting cop is 
motivated to reprisal by this informative 
confession, he may well be warned not 
lo attempt to plant any 'evidence' for it 
is well known lhat I and my wife no 
longer use any drugs whatsoever, 

A pound bag of hemp seed can be 
bought at most pet-food shops. Plant in 
earthenware or clay pots only as plastic 
prevents oxygen flowing freely. Seed 
about March or early April in light, fer¬ 
tile soil in a plant-pot not smaller than 
7 in. so as not to restrict the size of your 
plants. Scatter the seeds on the top of 
your soil or about i in. below the sur¬ 
face. Seeds must be kept moist but never 
satunited as this inhibits germination 
and cncoumgcs mould. Germinatioa 
should occur in the first week, an obscene- 
looking w'hite feeler appearing out of the 
seed and probing into the soil. Best not 
to overwater at this stage. 

After about a month it is safe to give 
them sun-lamp treatment in the evening, 
starling with three minutes and progress¬ 
ing to an hour a day. Tt is a proven fact 
that plants prosper if given plenty of love 
and attention but do please be cool. To 
stand at the window day after day as if 
transfixed and ecstatic is to arouse the 
curiosity of many who. in their inno¬ 
cence, might broadcast your devotion in 
the shops and streets. 

After about three months of such in¬ 
tensive gardening some leaves will be 
brown or yellow and curled at the edges. 
Trim them off* dry them in the sun and 
then discard the stalks. Put your leaves 
in the low'cr part of your oven on a low 
to moderate gas. Leave for 10-15 minutis 
them crumble tbe dry leaves fo dust in 
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ists were free and irresponsible their 
latter converts are learned and pedantic. 

Surrealism can live only as long as 
it rejects that title for its voice is the 
raucous gutter magazine, tbe graffito on 
the lavatory wall of the Everyman 
Cinema and the non-conformist slogans 
flaunted within the organised demon¬ 
stration of official protesL Tt is Inter¬ 
national Times with a recipe for 
Christmas pudding, Albert Mellzer de¬ 
fending Peter Neville against the wrath 
of Caroline Coon and an advertise 
ment for Pregnancy Testing in the ad¬ 
vertising column used exclusively by 
male homosexuals and all in the same 
issue. 

But for all that I accept, of my ego¬ 
ism, John Lyle's magazine for the 
poetry of Ken Smith and George Melly 
even Though they do genuflect towards 
the heresy of concrete poetry. The Fugs 
are the Fugs and their erotic baby talk 
is valid within their magaziiJe because 
they long ago had the courage to 
pioneer much of the literaty freedoms 
that we now accept There are refer¬ 
ences within the Surrealist Trafu/orma- 
fion that would never have been 
printed were it not for the Americans 
sueb as Ed Saunders and Tuli Kupfer- 
berg whose small magazines deliberately 
challenged the vicious American legal 
system. They formed, with others, (he 
Fugs group and happily ruined all the 


lory servitude in production and con- 
sum pi ion, the subject of free enterprise 
and free eiection of masters. There is even 
such a thing as property which is a factor 
and ingredient of (rue freedom (Marx 
knew it weitk that which is properly mine 
because 1 am different from you Oftd can 
be with and for you only in this di0ercnce 
- houmlarics to be enjoyed by you and 
by me And there are strangers 

who must remain strmtgers, must not 
enter my domain or yt>urs because there 
is no pre-established harnumy, and their 
otherness is not based uny cconomf'c 
pt^siiioth social status, racial or national 
heritage but on their r>u7i Si*lf and <ya7i 
body with Its own drives, pteasures, 
sorrows. Eros lives in the division 

and hoamhiry between subject and object, 
man and nature.' (pp. 237-238.) 

Martin Smai i. 


{The first part of ihis article was printed 
in the January sup pi emeu l of Frccdom.) 


your fingers. At this stage of eoiirse the 
effects Will be mild but pleasant. 

By August fiowering will begin and 
plants approach full height and potency 
(3 to 8 feci). The flowers arc verj’ stna]! 
and have a light whitish-green tint. The 
male and female plans should be shaken 
lightly together to achieve pollination. 
Moving them each day for their tan 
treatment should do this. When shaken 
the flowers throw out little bursts of 
poUen which greenly cover everything. 
The first seeds will soon appear and it is 
perhaps best fo harvest when the plants 
are half seed and half flower. Cut off all 
leaves, buds, flowers and seed heads and 
cook as advised, Store in airtight con¬ 
tainers. 

It is the female plant which contains 
most of the required essence and its 
highest concentration is contained in the 
leaves and other foliage surrounding and 
encasing The fully ripened seeds of the 
planl. The pollen from the flowers of 
the male plant is also valuable and potent 
and it is this which traditionally goes 
into the making of hashish. 

Please do not dilute your pot with 
tobacco. Nicotine is a poison and the 
weed is more effective as it is. 1 would 
sirongly advise against the use of all 
dnigs but if you must rise drugs use pot 
If you must use pot, grow your own* 
roll your own. 

This infomtarion was publLshcd in a 
little magazine I co-ediled in 1%6. Ft 
was wTitten by a comrade as an arirde, 
Hemp Cultivation Notes. I have modified 
and changed this basic information, 
guided by my own cuUivatron experience. 
In 1966 the comrade used a p^udon>Tn 
because he was a smoker and didn’t want 
to risk arrest. In the present circum¬ 
stances I feel it is in forma linn which 
needs to be given openly. This is beat 
done by somebody who doesn’i presently 
use the sniff for in such casc.^ the police 
arc rcfuctani fo frame. Up against the 
wall. Home Office Man. Leave the kids 
alone. Leave them to the doing of 
visions in their own chosen way. 

Dave Cijnliffe. 


canons of muaic as they hammered on 
drum and string in competition to the 
shouted poetic line, T^cir collected 
writings, as in their present magazine, 
have little relevance except lo the 
social historian but for those who che¬ 
rish the freedoms of the spiiken or 
written word the Fugs magazine is part 
of your Declaration. 

Not for Robert Duncan and Peter 
Levi the erotic fey or the mannered 
clowning of the mode. They have a 
tale to tell and each man marshals 
the telling phrase to evoke the emo¬ 
tion of the moment. Each man’s 
sonorous chant rolls down the lin6d 
page yet, as the eye travels the mind 
discards for the unifying Lheme be* 
comes submerged under the weight of 
mannered phrases. While reading the 
works of these two poets one's mind 
is, correctly or incorrectly, drawn to 
the poetry of Tennyson and one real¬ 
izes that Tennyson’s virtue lay in the 
fact that his central theme always 
dominated his poetry so that while the 
beautiful and isolated phrase might 
cling to the mind the main purpose 
of the poem was always paramount 
But men have been rescued from obli¬ 
vion on the strength of a single telling 
phrase so in justice to Peter Levi and 
Robert Duncan let the last words be 
with them in that order T Was Asleep 
In Heaven/Now It Is Evening/and Shall 
We Swallow The Cup Of Our Life?' 
and “The prime Evil is/That which has 
power over you’, 

Arthur Mo^-sfi, 
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I ihink the good man is sadly missing 
the point. 


building industry dvc « 
that he and other m*"**^'^ 
paying, because the 

who wmes to London « ^“<1 with the 

prospect of working 

drawing £12 or going “> 

of these 'animals’ and 

of getting his £23 or £25 that Mr. Fitz- 

Patrick speaks of, 

J.O’D. Well. Mr Ftepa‘nck-are you 
going to take the rcspo0S'n‘‘'<y.ro>' being 

ihe original source of Brian Behan 


Well, tell me why, give me examples 
why he is itoi, obviously he wouldn't say 
this on such a public occasion unless he 
felt he had some grounds for it. 

Welh at the present time the labourers 
and craftsmen in our industry are enjoy¬ 
ing rates of pay, the like of which they 
never experienced beforcn There is a 
great shortage of them and when there is 
a shortage of craftsmen, a shortage of 
any type of manpower, obviously they 
arc not going to be subjected to any form 
of exploitation, and this is quite ludicrous. 

I think he was speaking particularly 
about unskilled labour; you were men¬ 
tioning craftsmen but he mentioned in 
particular that by the time they paid 
their dig-y and their travel and tncidcatal 
expenses that they would only be taking 
home £!4-£15 basic pay. 

h is difficult to say precisely what their 
basic take-home pay is after they have 
paid their lodgings because I have no 
means of knowing what they pay for 
their lodgings, but I would think that this 
is, well, to say the least, a little on the 
low side. I don't think there arc any 
men tn the civil engineering and building 
industry today who are grossing less than 
£23 or £24 a week. In the summer 
particularly, 

Brian Behan, can 1 bring you in there 
at this stage? 

You certainly can. I disagree com¬ 
pletely with Mr. Fitzpatrick. 1 think the 
Priest is right, he is obviously right. 
I mean Mr. Fitzpatrick has made a lot 
of money from Irish labour because he 
employs mainly Irishmen, otherwise he 
would not be such a big conlractor 


walk out of the job with £12, Now to 
suggest that building site wages have 
never been as high is ludicrous. Six years 
ago I earned 10/- to II/- an hour as a 
bricklayer, I am working today for 9/-, 
The Ouctuatidns arc either way. But the 
real point I think that the holy Father 
is getting at—^he is not really speaking 
even about contractors like Fitzpatrick 
who do exploit men, otherwise they 
wouldn't be in business—he is speaking 
really about sub-contractors. He is shak¬ 
ing about the kind of animal who waits at 
Camden Town, picks up labour at 7 
o'clock, drags them SO miles on an open 
bloody lorry without insurance or bene¬ 
fits or anytHing else, and , who at the end 
of the day, said to one of my mates who 
went to work, start and you will get 
£3 10s, per day. Now at the end of the 
day the sub-contractor said, 'I am going 
to give you SO/-, come back tomorrow 
and T will give you your trther pound.' 
Now Mr. Fitzpatrick has a responsibility 
for the growth of sub-contracting in the 


calls ‘animals'? 

Mr, F. Now I think that is a vvord he 
dreamed up on the spur of the rnoment. 
He refers to the basic wage rate of 7/- 
per hour. Well, nobody works for the 
basic rale. If a man comes on the job 
and wants employmohl the first thing he 
asks is ‘whafs the rate?’ If you tell him 
it's the official rate of 7/- an hour, he 
laughs at you. in fact you daren't suggest 
it to him. 

II*B. Well, this is all very well, you 
see. it is perfectly true that many con¬ 
tractors are paying 3d, 6d-, 9d. and 1/- 
over the rate. J don’t dispute that for 
one moment. Tm getting 9/-. My basic rate 
is 7/Bd. but my”*poijit ^r-rhiit this rate tn 
itself, even with additional 6d„ 9d. 
or l/“, is ludicroui when you compare it 
to a woman uptown here in London that 
adverts, in the Evening Standard —Short¬ 
hand/Typist put in by people probably 
like Mr, Fitzpatrick—9/^ and 10/- per 
hour, whereas a building site labourer or 


(a television transcript) 


Therefore he must have exploited them. 
There must have been a surplus, other¬ 
wise he couldn’t have expanded his 
business. Now on the actual rates of pay, 
Mr. Fitzpatrick and other contracton in 
England pay a basic rate of 7/- per hour 
to building trade labourers. This works 
out at £14 per week on a basic week, and 
if you take your tax and national health 
out of that it is perfectly possible to 


IN OUR STUDIOS in London by 
^ courtesy of the BBC we have Mr. 
Jack Fitzpatrick whose grandfather was 
Irish, came from Cork, who is one of the 
btggi^t contractors in Britain arid most 
of whose workers arc, in fact, Irish. And 
also wc have Mr. Brian Behan who has 
wrilicn and spoken many times about the 
problems of Irish labourers in Britain. 


Mr. Fitzpatrick, can I put the main 
points to you first of all? Fr. Anthenasius 
says that quite simply, quite bluntly, that 
Irish contractors, and he lays stress on 
this, offer bad pay to Irish labourers for 
the longest hours they can get from them. 
l>o you think this is true and fair? 


a craftsman is expected to go to work 
for 7/- or 8/-. This is purely ludicrous. 
A man who has served 5 or 6 years’ 
apprentreeship, or in the case of the so- 
called unskilled navvy, who is in fact a 
skilled operator, who has got to know 
the industry', is expected to go to work 
for less money than that is—it seems to 
me that the building industry, unites it 
shakes itself up and really establishes a 
decent basic rate, is going to have real 
trouble on their hands, and to come back 
again to this business of sub-contractors 
which Mr. Fitzpatrick has avoided, he 
cannot deny that the mass of the industry 
is now on the so-callcd lump. He cannot 
deny that the industry is going more and 
more over to sub-contracting and a recent 
Government enquiry criticised both the 
union and the building trade employers 
for the development of sub-contracting, 
and said in effect, that the unions and 
the building employers should do some¬ 
thing to make conditions in the industry 
belter, so that the sub-contractor wouldn't 
be employing labour on the scale that 
he is on. 

LO’D, Over to you, Mr, Fitzpatrick. 

Mr, F, Well, two points—first of all 
Mr, Behan mentioned the rate of pay that 
some young women arc gelling as com¬ 
pared with the building and civil en¬ 
gineering industry. Now I must remind 
Mr. Behan that there is a conciliation 
board. Both sides are represented—the 
employers and the employees—and these 
rates of pay are fixed with this joint con¬ 
ciliation board and we are not permitted 
really to pay more than this rate of pay 
that has been agreed by this gentleman 
sitting on my right. 

B,B. It is very convenient for Mr. 
Fitzpatrick that the Government should 
refuse to allow him to p^y more money. 

J mean in fact the conciliation board of 
which he speaks is composed of a couple 
of so-called Trade Union representatives 
who are really in Mr Fitzpatrick’s 
pocket. And who regularly receive 
knighthoods as a result of their Servian 
—Sir Luke Fossett* Sir Harry Adams— 
they're not union men at all. If there 
was a real union in Britain, even on the 
scale that exists in Ireland, then Mr, Fitz- 
patrick and other people would have to 
set their house in order. 

J,0‘D. Can T put to both of you one 
of the other criticisms which Fr. A. 
made. It is not a criticism. He com¬ 
mented that Irish labour wa.s particularly 
from the Irish-speaking, the Gaeltacht, 


parts of Ireland, arc afraid to join Trade 
Unions for a number of reasons. They 
feel they arc not used to this in the first 
place—^they feel, in their own words— 
they are tainted with Communism and 
Socialism and this is a point for Mr. F., 
that if they joined a any organiser 
or organised person is likely to be dis¬ 
criminated against by other Irish em¬ 
ployers, True or false Mr. F.? 

Mr, F. Never heard of it before. Per¬ 
haps Sir, Brendan Behan might be abk 
to reply to that. 

B,B, Well I am Brian Bohan and my 
brother is dead. Now f have been dis¬ 
crim inaied against. I have been put on a 
national blacklist by a builder, Terson'^'' 
which he sent to every site in the couxttry 
so that, I don't know about Mr, Fitz¬ 
patrick’s firm, but the majority of the 
London Master Builders Association em¬ 
ploy a blacklist and use it actively. 

J.O'D* Brian, you can’t regard your¬ 
self in all fairness as an ordinary simple 
quiet trade unionist, you cause an awful 
lot of trouble over there. 

B.B, I would argue that it is not the 
real reason why Irishmen don't use trade 
unions here, T^e reason why most Irish¬ 
men don't join trade unions is that un¬ 
fortunately work is their religion not 
Roman Catholicism, Most Irishmen 
r^lly believe in work whether it is a .sex 
supplementation or whatever it is, they 
are the most easily exploited, they arc 
the most profitable source of labour. 
You could put them down a hole and 
they would dig their way to Australia. 

LO’D, On that question, Mr. F. —you 
know the reputation of the Irish worker 
—or at least the Irishman generally, has 
been a lazy man. What's your experience? 

Mr, F, What's the opposite word of 
lazy? Energetic? Determined? Diligent? 
Definitely not lazy, the greatest working 
men in the world. 

B,B. It is a pity he is so energetic, it is 
a pity he is not tike the Jamaicans, have 
a lie down an odd time, 

J.O'D, Do you really feel, Mr. F., that 
Irish people who go over there without 
education arc not in fact the hewers of 
wood and drawers of water, and therefore 
liable to exploitation? 

Mr. F, 1 have never heard the word in 
conjunction with our industry. Exploita¬ 
tion is a word that I heard for the first 
time in connection with our industry when 
I walked into the studio. It is ridiculous. 


THE GENTLE GUERILLA 


BOOK REVIEW 


THt COMPLETE BOLIVIAN DIARIES) 
OF CHE GUEVARA, ediled by Daniel 
James. George Allen und Uitwtn, 42/^. 


c 


"'HE GUEVARA ACHIEVED fame as 
a revolutionary hero in Cuba, but 
he did not last long m Bolivia. What 
went wrong? In the early stages of his 
campaign he was winning, despite the 
amatcunshness of his link army. If the 
peasants had supported him he would 
probably be fighiing still, building up for 
himself a legendary pcisonality, a m^ern 
T- h. l.jiwretice with a I^fl-wing and 
South American background. 

Quite a lot of cxpl anal tons have been 
pul forward, that he did not know the 
country, that Castro did not support him 
sufficiently, that he was a good subordi- 
naic Hyt not so good on his own, that he 
was able to cope with the ill-organised 
Bolivian army but not with Ihe Aineri' 
can-irained troops who Jinally caught 
him, and so on. 

Guevara waa not of coui^.e an mdjgen' 
oua pia'^aut rebel He pieked on Bolivia as 
a place to start *a second ViLMnam' His 
theory being ibaf fo hriak the power i>f 
United Stater, imperialism it will be 
nc43csaary to cicaie ’muie Vicinams' 
Thus I he US would become weakened 

It IS an appalling pj nposiiioii. You 
have to choose somebody's couiUry and 
turn it into a shambles. fJuc is not 
likely to gel much suppon from the local 
people if they rcaliKir whal your inlcri- 
tion is, however exploited they may l>e 
Of course in the long run (heir condi' 
tions would improve if the United Stale> 
Empire were to be overthrown, but it 
would be likely to be a very long run 
How far Guexani went in explaining his 
purpose to the Indiana of Bolivia I have 
no idea. He seems la have ntiidc no 
secret of it to the rest of the world, and 
probably the Indians realised whal he 
intended. IFeir attitude to him and his 
band seems to have been neither very 
friendly nor very hostile. They co- 
(>d with him uik! with the Bolivian 


army, but without much enthusiasm for 
cither. The miners and students, struggl¬ 
ing against the regime at the very time 
Guevara appeared, showed little interest 
in him, possibly for the same reason. 
And he docs not seem to have bothered 
much with them either. 

South America is too far away from 
the Communist countries which might 
have been expected to send help. The 
Vietnamese war goes on because supplies 
and reioforcements can be sent in 
North Vietnam and from China, and be¬ 
cause the Americans dare not invade the 
North for fear of a war with China, 
which might entail a war with Russia 
and the final extinction of everything. 
If Bolivia had had a common frontier 
with f'hina or Russia Che Guevara's 
strategy would have made sense. As it 
was, by going into Bolivia, he isolated 
himself, And f astro, for reasons of his 
own. failed to publicise his siruggle. So 
thai even if the local people had sup- 


porlcd him the most he could have 
achieved would have been a permanent 
guerilla war, going on for years, in the 
forests and mountains, which could have 
been contained at little cost to the 
United Slates. 

The crucial thing I believe is that they 
did not support him, cither because they 
arc content with their conditions, what¬ 
ever they may be, or because they 
guessed that they were to be used in a 
power struggle A guerilla band can 
hardly survive or achieve anything unless 
the local inhabitants support it. 

Although iheoretically ruthless, in 
aclual practice Guev'ara seems to have 
been a rather mild guerilla. He is scath¬ 
ing about the indiscipline of his little 
band, the stealing of food from the 
common stock, fb^ way some of the 
Cuban veterans seemed to expect the 
others to wait on them, the brawling and 
muddle. Hd lets of! steam in the pages 
of his diary' (how did he, and the other 


guerillas who also kepi diaries, find time 
to write so much?), but ho does not 
seem to have inflicted any serious punish¬ 
ments on anyone. The Bolivian soldiers 
he captured in his early successes he 
released unharmed. At the end he could 
have saved himself and his men for a 
time had he cut ihe throat of an old 
peasant woman. When his enemies caught 
him they did not show him the same 
mercy. 

My feeling is that this is where he won 
his real victory. This is an age which 
uses the word ’ruthless' as an expression 
of approval. And now one of the 
acknowledged heroes of our time turns 
out to have been a * kid-glove’ fighter (in 
Bolivia at any rate, whatever be may 
have been in Cuba, a person’s character 
i.s not necessarily consistent throughout 
life). The real enemy is not the Ameri¬ 
can or Russian Empires* but the aiiitudc 
of mind vvhich holds it legitimate to 
murder old women who may inform. 
Guevara was like George Orwell who 
refused to shoot at a Franco soldier, \\*ho 
was bolting in terror out of a latrine with 
his trousers at half-mast. 

Along wiih Guevara's diary' several 
shorter diaries by his followers arc In¬ 


cluded in this edition. One of them be¬ 
gins quaintly, '1 arrived in Bolivia after 
passing through the United States by 
mistake.’ There are also some interest¬ 
ing photographs. One of them is from 
Guevaras false passport, which he used 
to enter Bolivia. It shows him with a 
bald, shaven head, no beard and heavy- 
rimmed spectacles. Die disguise is com¬ 
pletely successful. He looks like a real 
’smooth iechops’. 

But one is left wondering why the 
men were encouraged to keep diaries. 
In warfare this rs usually discouraged to 
case the diaries fall into the hands of the 
enemy. And why photos? The same 
applies to them surely? Guerillas should 
not take snaps of each other as if they 
were on a picnic. It almost looks as if 
Guev'ara and his men were more in- 
lerc^ted in posterity than in the present 

The younger generation are right to 
take Che Guevara to their hearts. He 
was no Zapata or Makhno, but he was a 
brave, inconsistent, muddled and at the 
end humane man, who pitted himself 
almost single-handed against the Ameri¬ 
can colossus. 

.ARTtIUH W. UlQTH. 


The Old Nostalgia Rides Again 
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|N the clyii'H 


closei of Ihe Surrmlixt 
u n k n o w n 
amhor uf the riiagartnc's Note Himk 
followi nil ^’0 in ill Uma ires and 

booksellers bJ ihal ' I here ii 

anuiliLT fnnii ^>f ikon worship al a 
lower lucomc'icvel. little tnaguzincs 
which hulk riieir pages with surrealist 
writing of 41^ years ago -usually in had 
irafislttUmii claiming tn he m Ihe 

vanguiird of the surrcalisl revolution.' 

Thoughtlciis words to have written, 
for here under review' is this little 
magazine references to ihe old 

guard of ihe xurrctlisl movemcnl and a 
name drcpphig that goes back 40 years 


fo Eluard, Mesejn, Magritte, Arp, Bre¬ 
ton, Rivera, Fcodorov. Itunucl and 
Ernst before taking oil into outer space 
and heyond time to incorporate Lichten- 
borg, yea even William Godwin. It is a 
fault that ninny anarchists share for the 
true belie vers lend to lake iheniselves 
too seriously us the guardians of the 
dame and it is they who try to codify 
the ephemeral scribbtings of the caf6 
tables info a code of law Tlie grey 
ancients of the surrealist movement have 
now been enshrined in the pantheon 
of the glassy publishing houses yet 
each editor of each small magazine 
weeps before God that his magazine 


IS the true lestanicnt and solemnly 
and poc facedly offer their homage to 
the gods of their own private lemplc 
und attempt to rccrcaie their examples 
of surrealism in the manner of the 
Great Tradition that floivered during 
the youth of the contributors. What 
they refuse to accept is that one can 
no longer produce surrealist painting 
or writing for the maverick eflforts of 
the inter-war years have now become 
incorporated into the genera) body of 
our culture and to use the label surreal¬ 
ism IS to lie oneself to a narrow and 
scciarian past Where the caf<i surreal 
CoDlinued on page 5 











nFTN COLUMN 


The Right lo he Let Atone 


SPEAk OUT, Number Two, Privacy, 
published by the National Council for 
Cisil Libertifs, 4 Camden Hf^b Street, 
N.WJ., ii- for 10 copies, 

H itherto space, lime, material 
objects (walls, doors, etc.) and human 
inefficiency were a more or less sufTicient 
protection for the liberty of the indivi' 
dual, unless the authorities or some 
equally remorseless enemy were searching 
for him. Thanks to modern science this 
is no longer ihc case, and devices exist 
which can overcome all these obstacles. 
Space is conquered by modern means of 
transporiaiion* time is overcome by the 
computer^ which can store on a small 
piece of magnetic tape all the facts that 
the authorities are ever likely lo want 
about an individual, material obstacles 
can be rendered null by various listening 
gadgets, and human inefficienGy can be 
countcred, again by means of the com¬ 
puter, at least to some extent, since the 
computer forgets nothing. Though if it 
has been incorrectly ^programmed' it can 
produce consequences ranging from the 
disastrous to the hilarious or the merely 
annoying. 

The National Council for Civil Libcr^ 
ties is not a revolutionary organisation, 
and it believes that these dangers can be 
countered to some extent at least by 
legislation. Anarchists should not despise 
it on that account. Legislation which 
limits the power of authority is always 
lo be welcomed, even though we are not 
naive enough to believe that authority 
will always play the game by its own 
rules. 

This issue of Speak Oat discusses the 
various threats to privacy. These include 
telephone tapping, the use of computers 
to record all the significani facts of an 
individuaLs private life, the rights of in¬ 
numerable officials to enter homes with¬ 
out permission, the use of students as 
spies, the activities of professional "debt* 
collectors, the right which has recently 
Iktti accorded the police to break in any¬ 
where at any lime if they suspect the pre¬ 
sence of illegal drugs, and last but nnl 
least, indusirial espionage, now quite an 
industry, with its myriads of * bugging" 
devices. 

This issue is also decorated with the 
photograph of an enlarged fingerprint, 
just to remind us of the scheme proposed 
a couple of years agu to fing^irpniit tbt 
etsv'itc population. This idea was not 
greatly objected to at the time, even by 
the intelligentsia, whose main argument 
against it seemed to be that it would not 
be technically practicable! Mentally 
*hcse gentlemen arc living in the 
eighteenth centurj'. It is perfectly feasible* 
and will certainly be attempted if a 
stronger protest against it than this is not 



MOVING FUND 

l argci Is £500, 

Donuiiuns to dale: £44/ 14.s* 3d* 

PREMISES FUND 

TarKCl is £1,000 im year. 

I%9 Pledges honoyred iiud dunulioiif^ 
fu dale: £J25 I9s* Ort. 


Hold It! 

FINANCIAL STATEMENI 

Esiinuitcd E]t|ieiL*kes: 

9 weeks ul £90: £EJ0 

ItKome, Sales und £dS0 

IJEI it 11: £J51 

PRESS FUND 

'rudinnrdcu; G.B. £2; Woh erliaiiiiilori; 
J.K.W * 2/-: 1 L,* Liver|kMil: M.f 
3/-; I*U(idoii: A W 1/6, lUriiiiiighaiiii L.C 
5,'ft; Ncwvastk, Nii.VV,: 1J.( 14/6; Wel- 

Miigloti: j P 3/-, Snuliiall: D.S. 5/-; lloeh- 
dule: D.C. 12/*. VViAhnw, Mass.: J.N H/-, 
Glasgow; A J 1/8: Pittsloii, Pu,: A.K 

£7/8/4; Oxford: Afjon* 5/-, Woh erftuiiip.^ 
Iixi: J,K.W* 2/s J.l * 3.S K W 5/s 
i.W'. 5,'-; WijiidsUivk, VI.: H S. £5: Slid* 
held; O J 5/2; Cuiiel furig: H D. 5/8; 
l*ondoii, S*E.24: J.ll. 2/0; l^ondoji; D 5/*; 


Cutchuig; J.S. 5/6; l,oiid<jiK Anon 5/5, 

TO'I AL: 


17 0 

Previiiiuily Ackncmledged: 

£153 

9 11 

l%9 Total (o Date: 

£175 

ft U 

Uefikit ll/F: 

£15Z 

u a 

I'OTAL SUlH^LUli: 

£ZJ 

6 11 


•Denotes Regular f'onlrihutor. 
<Tili of Books—I,imdou; M.W.K 


made. In fact my feeling on reading this 
paper was one of near suicidal despair 
The technology wc now possess makes it 
all so easy, while who is against it? A 
handful of anarchists, a few old-style 
liberals, some cranks scattered here and 
there and some traditionalist, old- 
faishioncd authoritarians. 

Everyone else believes that *You canH 
slop progress' or ‘Well, the Government 
has to know where everybody is, haven't 
they?' To which one can only reply, 
‘Progress towards what?* and ‘Why?’, 
Knowing full well as one answers Chat 
one might as well try to imprint one’s 
words upon the wind. Whether the mul* 
titude, or the vast majority of them, are 
fundamentally obedient and conformist, 
as our friends the anarcho-individualists 
maintain, or whether those who object 
to being regulated from birlh to death by 
bureaucracy and machine form a sir.eable 
minority of the population, the fact seems 
beyond disfmte that the big battalions 
arc on the side of '1984’. 

Thus Mr. H. A, Hetherington. editor 
of the Guardian, says ‘ 

‘Given the unit beat system, given the 
care with which Information from alert 
constables on their beats is being stored 
and collated, given that anything which 
attracts their attention can legitimately 
be put in—and given also all the infor¬ 
mation going in from the CID—arc we 
not then well on the way to 1984?' 

He j>oints out the possibility of a link 
between the police computer and those 
computers dealing with nationai health 
and insurance records* 'Tlierc will be 
quite a rumpus when people realise what 
this central computer can do." My bet is 
that there will be no rumpus ai aU. ex¬ 
cept among ‘the stage army of the good", 
the anarchists and other assorted cranks 
listed above. Just how feeble the objec¬ 
tion to this sort of thing really is is 
demonstrated by Mr. Hetherington him¬ 
self, for he then goes on to say: 

‘The bajance of choice is delicate. I 

Jumble Sale 

Dear Friends, 

1 intend to organize some action in 
this area moving towards an end to the 
TfjfT^in iiiafra. A joint aim is sought: 
dial of relief and lo stop the war. 

To raise funds a jumble sale is to 
be held at Percy Boys' Club, Bath, on 
.March 22 at 2.30 p.m* Wc have (he 
use of the hall for Lbe whole day—so 
if anyone cares to come along to 
discuss the matter over a cup of colfee, 
all are welcome. 

I need support both with goods and 
sellers/buyers* 

If you could find a space in Freedom 
10 give it a mention i shall be very 
grateful. 

Vours fraternally, 

Onslow Jioasi\ ToNV JEFrEwrEs. 

IVeston Road, 

Bath BA 1 2XX, Somerset 

Vicious Sentence 

Dear Friends, 

On Friday, February 21. Danny Rogan 
reappeared at Doncaster Magistraies 
Loun after his 2(1 days in jail for a 
medical report. He was sentenced for 
the 'serious odence' of displaying an 
anti-war collage in the window of his 
peace cenire* to a 3-month prison sen¬ 
tence suspended for 2 years and a £21) 
fine. He intends lodging an appeal 
against ihis vicious sentence. Needless 
to 3iay whilst spending hJs 20 days in 
prison Danny lost his job. 

MtKE BAltl.lE. 

Gas Masks 
in the Bathroom P 

A UI.KDiJ.N TOWN ( C/IJNt JL never 
make Uuk niishikcN. When iJicy 
djop dangers (abuui one a minute oii 
average), you can hear the bang jniles 
away. J hi$ rune, they've even excelled 
their Mwn jccord £600.000 of rate¬ 
payers' money has been I hi own down 
die dram, or, it might be mute JitetalJy 
inie lo say, has gone up in a bddiing 
cloud of su1j:iliuruu$ smoke. 

fhc residents uf A herd cent rutljng 
Si Cleiticnts Ward have lung bad lo 
live with tiic juys (and stncllb) ul the 
fend iter plant of Scotibh AgiieuUurai 
Industries. Ihc muck, lilih and pong 
ciiutnating from tins cstahlishmcnt is 
unc uf I he reasons why people in the 
iueu are being ichouxed Iscmg rehoused 
slowly, some huusca (here have been 
condemned iimee 194.5 t 

So, in order lo get people iiwivy lioni 
ihe menace of the SAl 2(Ki-fooi chirniiey. 
Ihc Jar-neciiig bureaucrats Iniill ii huge 
new niuhi-sturey block, all spit and 
polish . right slap bmig in the 


don't much like the 

habits and movements _ _ fi ■ 

Mntrally. tt is at. 

But I like even less ih* ’“‘V 

nol be using every 

fight crime: that in «" 

criminals are highly society 

may be handicapping opposing 

‘ Thank you, Mr. Hclheringtonl On 

your way to the conce^lrafi<>n camp 1 
hope you will remernb^J^ th^t last state¬ 
ment. Myself, I would say that the state 
is the main criminal this affair, and 
that society is ao accessory after the fact 
if it allows freedom to be whittled away 
in order to catch a few Mafiosi here and 
there. 

In the United SW& Ihe credit card 


system contains the complete structure 
of totalitarian control in embryo, perhaps 
not even in embryo. 'A typical credit file 
contains a penon's address, family status* 
place of employment, approximate salary, 
credit income, charge accounts, payment 
income and even, in the case of insurance 
company files, medical and hospital re¬ 
cords and "moral hazards^'—.extramarital 
affairs, homosexuality, heavy drinking or 
other social observations which could 
afTecl the risk. It is no longer a question 
of "whether” total documentation on the 
lives of every individual in the country 
will be quickly and inexpensively avail¬ 
able, but “wben’\ *’hy whom’’, and 
'‘under what circumsbmees” ' (Richard I. 
Miller, Datamatiofit September, 1968.) 

The law gives little protection. Techno¬ 
logy has advanced at such speed that it 
has left the law behind. And in any 
case whenever have those in authority 
objected to using something that is likely 
to increase their control "over the lives of 
others? The only thing; that Is likely to 
gh-e them pause, apart from traditionalist 
sentiment about ‘an Englishman’s rights’, 
is the thought that 'bugging devices’ and 
computers may be used against them, by 
rivals within the governing class, creating 


tenets 



middle of Su Clenenls and right in 
line with the belling chimney. 
fact, the people wo^d be better staying 
in the slums neai^y, foj when the 
wind's in the cast, you can't see the 
top of the skyscrapii|*(for foul smoke. 

Workers erecting the fiats thougUi the 
council must have, ficen mad. Don't 
shout it too loud, iKiys. they are! The 
local paper, in one of its more radical 
moments (it breaks out like that from 
lime to lime, but after a day or so 
it's Tory business as^usual). has given 
the affair the full irea^em. The way 
in which officials and councillors passed 
the buck, were conveniently 'not avail¬ 
able', or declined to cqmrnciu, staggered 
the reporters on the story. 

What will be done now? ihe answer 
is prolmbly nothing. This incredible 
piece of bureaucratic incompetence leaves 
only two sohdiuns—tear down the block 
(and as a hard-pressed ratepayer I'm 
damned if Em shellmg dut for another) 
or shift Ihe factory, which can"! he 
done. The people of SL (^cntciils should 
now give their councillors hell. Aberdeen 
AnarchiiJls will certainly .^ring out oiu 
candidate, Mr. Guy Fawkes, who stood 
in Woodside last year. If Mr. Fawkes 
doeiin’t appear on ihc ballot paper, 
then perhaps the good people would 
like to add his name. 'Come back, 
Guy Fawkes, alt is forgiven!^ 

Ian S. ,Si£tHEHi Am 

Kirkdate School 
Heeds 

Dear ( omradcH, 

As itmny of Lul l r«>M H icadeis wifi 
know. Kiikdnle ITugressivu School wn^ 
Marled in Sydenliurn nearly 
ago. with (wu inemhers of '■iafi uiid 
three pupilit. It U rmi un Simvmcrhill 
lines exeept for the mitural dillcrences 
in bemg Jin urban diiy srhoo), ami 
eateriog loi m younger age ratty*-’ Also 
although there iik no cumpolsiiort lo 
aiicnd lessotts, Ihe teachers arv enthn- 
siasitc and niucli exciting work is done 
ni the ciassruojns. 

ihe re are now about 4i) chihhen in 
the school, ranging from 3j to H years. 
As we have kept fees us low as possible 
we are consiuitlly in the icd fiuanvnilly. 
and now arc faced with the rccciiHUy 
of raisiiig tiboiii £40(1. in order 
obtain a Temporary hmldijig to Increase 
our claasroom space, or the oldgi 


a sort of Byzantine or Oriental despotic 
situation, where everyone spies upon 
everyone else, and no one is safe. 

Efforts have been made in Parliament 
to introduce a Right of Privacy Bill, They 
have not been successful so far. Speak 
Out says: 

‘Whal is needed, above all, is guaran¬ 
teed protection for every citizen under 
Ankle 12 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights." 

This article declares: 

‘No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
mtcrference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence, nor to attacks 
upon his honour and reputation. Every¬ 
one has the right to the protection of the 
law against such interference/ 

One rs inclined to be cynical about 
Declarations of Human Rights and such¬ 
like, but as the only movement devoted 
to the defence of the individual within 
existing society, the NOCL deserves our 
wholehearted support. No one knows 
that he may not be the next victim of 
arbitrary despotism, 

Arthur W. Ulotu. 

Niite* The address of the National 
Council for Civil Liberties is: NCCL, 
4 Camden High Street, London, N.W l. 


BLACK FLAG 
OVER DUBLIN 

S ATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, saw the 
Anarchist black flag Hying high for 
the first time in Dublin, when it headed 
a protest march organised by the Alliance 
of Libcnarian and Anarchist Groups in 
Ireland and the Irish Black Cross Com¬ 
mittee to the Spanish Embassy in Alles- 
bury Road, lo protest against the Stale 
of Emergency, the suppression of stu¬ 
dents and workers and the treatment of 
political prisoners. 

About 40-70 turned up, including the 
Students for Democratic Action in which 
UCD anarchists are active, the Trotskyite 
Young Socialists and the Stalinist Con¬ 
nolly Youth Movement, 

Most people on ihe sidewalk did not 
understand the significance of black 
flag. We distributed LOOO leaflets. Sinister 
men in raincoats took photographs. When 
the press arrived and asked who organ¬ 
ised it, everyone replied that they did not 
know. This annoyed the press who could 
not understand spontaneous organizing, 
which was what it was. 

Although it was small, the people (and 
the Special Branch) know we're here, 
and that freedom is on the vvay ^—-or is it? 

S.P. 



WORKERS’ MUTUAL AID 
Agtitiist till political parties 
Policy outlined in first psimphlef 
l/3il, (post free) from 
K EMMETT, 

35 MIclieldevcr Road, 
London, S.E,12, 



SCOTTISH EDITION 
Out on May 31 

Comrades wanted for sellfaS 
and distribution. 

Contact Freedom Press. 


children will not be able to slay on. 

We arc thinking of organizing a Ball 
Ul raise money and I was woiulering 
d .someone who was eoncemed with 
organizing the Anarchist Balls that used 
kJ he be Id could give me some infor¬ 
mation in piiitieulaT what bar and 
catuiing wiTangamenls were made. Also 
if anyone Ims coniacu with bands or 
other Huitable periormers, who wvinld 
be p re pa led to give their sc r view free 
wc need at least one well-known band 
to tliyw people in. Also if anyone 
is prepared to help with decorations, 
(ickci selling (prior to the Bafi). cte, 

Our vague plan ai the moment is 
for some sort of costume ball with a 
panicular theme, to be held at South¬ 
wark C hapter Mouse in early May, and 
to sell liekcls at 2 guineas a head 
(.vhidonis 1 gumea) which would inclnde 
a bullet meal. 

If anyone can olfer any help or advice, 
would They please write to me or phone 
Ihe school (778 IJI49). 

JACQUiUTA Benjamin. 

4 Warminster Road, S.E25 


Dockers 

T he big flame which I meniioncd 
two weeks ago was indeed a re¬ 
markable film. An unoOicial strike in 
the Liverpool docks suddenly became 
a bid for workers* control. The dockers 
took over the port and ran il for 
five days until the police moved in to 
crush them. 

There were times during The 
Flame when the leading agitator seemed 
to be delivering a rather forced political 
lecture. But generally the film was 

convincing: you felt as you watched 
that this was how it could happen* 
And certain moments, such as the refer¬ 
ence to Joe Hill, were very moving. 

Oommuaieator 

C ORJNNA ADAM who edits Minority 
Report for the Nirw Statesman has 
succeeded in giving it ihc unmistakable 
flavour of women's magazines. She 
seems convinced that her subjects, mi- 
norilics, are mirinsically dull and need 
to be presented in a specially bright and 
clever way. 

1 would noi mention her trivial and 
tiresome rubbish at all were it not 
for the following reference lo the com¬ 
munications industry: 

. * . shoahl a reorganised set~up 
include all workers, printers, camera¬ 
men md such! And would that mean 
total victory in editorial content for 
the welLpaid Powellite workeTs7 

Well-paid is not surprising: it is an 
axiom of the bourgeois that working- 
class people earn too much money. But 
that word Powellite applied to printers, 
cameramen and sacit may have done 
Miss Adam’s journal isiic career some 
damage. Even in ihe New Stnirsman 
you can't call most of the workers in 
an industry fascist without somebody 
getting upset* 

Teachers 

QOME DAYS AGO there was an 
encouraging development in the 
National Association of Schoolmasters’ 
campaign against the recent pay deal 
for teachers: four members of the 
National Union of Teachers walked 
out of a London school. They were 
protesting against the suspension by 
the JLEA of NAS members in another 
London school* 

One of the NUT members was quoted 
as saying that icaehcrs in other London 
schools might also come ont* Now is 
an appropriate time for solidarity action 
by NUT members and by those teachers 
who are in neither union. ff the 
ILEA gets away with its reprc-ssivc 
suspensions the already weak position 
of tcachem wifi obviously get weaker. 

The Professor 

IN THE rWBNTlETH CENTURY 
inieilectuals have largely abandoned 
ihe practice of trying to paint new, 
coherent pictures of the whole world: 
Marx and Freud have no contemporary 
equivalents. But people generally—in¬ 
cluding intellecLuals—take for granted 
that their views on one subject arc 
consistent with their views on another. 
Both professors and peasants tend to 
have political and cultural attitudes which 
are part of a general philosophy about 
what goes on in the world—even if they 
abhor the word philosophy or have 
not come across it. 

Roy Fuller, (he new Professor of 
Foeiry at Oxford University, is no 
exception to this generalisation. In his 
first lecture he attacks contemporary 
critics for ihcir lack of cultural standards 
and the revolting young for ineJTec- 
timl Bohemian ism, artistic arrogance and 
political violence’. 

In a key f^ssage he complains that 
those dissatisfied with mtiversities from 
below . . * demand fnedom from their 
knowledge being assessed or to pursue 
knowledge in some random or imhistori- 
cal made. Such demwtds, such freedom. 

I see merely as iutalogous to the in¬ 
sistence of many young creative artists 
to he relieved of the necessity of 
drauglmvitntxltip or of ever arranging 
their verses in .\tanztis. 

And again: The re lection of a set of 
discifdim's felt to he meiety repressive 
or nnuselui is not proposed to he fol¬ 
lowed hy the ado prion of disciplines 
more apt hut by the mere ahsencr of 
discipline. 

It is hardly surprising that Lenin 
is one of the Professor's heroes and 
anarchism a pel hale. Rut he is not 
content to call the young lebels anar¬ 
chists: they are Tmconsciously right- 
wing'* This is a calmer and less offensive 
term ihan the old 'objective social 
fascist' but ihc meaning is fhc same: 
Professor Fuller secs the spectre of 
fascism not behind Enoch Powell but 
behind the young tibertarian left. 

WvNFonn 



















Brian BarniforiT Victimised 

Dunlops Sock 
Steward 


"The policy of the Company is to 
assist and encoiu^e ihose of its 
employees who wish lo improve 
thdr edacation by part-time study/ 
(Taken from the Dunlop Bmployees' 
Handbook—^my emphasis.) 

/^NTRARY to the above state¬ 
ment, the Libertarian militant* * 
Brian Bamford, was refused permis¬ 
sion by Dunlop’^s Rochdale* last 
November, lo take a measly two 
hours a week off to anend cdle^. 
At the same time, the Company 
made known their intention of sack¬ 
ing him because of arrides allegedly 
wiilten by him about Dunlop'^s in 
this paper. 

Obviously, these articles, descri¬ 
bing the sirug^es and the appalling 
conditions under which tyre inspec¬ 
tors wort (see FkEEDOM* 25,1,69— 
‘Die young at DunlopV), have been 
causing the managemeni consider¬ 
able embartassm^L No firm, how¬ 
ever large or small* likes its dirty 


Contact Column 

This cciliimzi exists for tmitiul . 
DonahOBs towards cost of typesetimji 
vih be wdoomc. 


La May I>ay be resistance day! Meeting 
Tower HiH* 1130 L Then 

march lo Victoria Park (Bethnal 
Green) and joifi in ihe May Day 
PcstivaL Music, dancing, games, 
laiays, refreshments, 

Kirfcrtalc School wants to take small 
groups of cbIldren camping during 
tenn-rimc. A ferm would be ideal, 
with wood and water nearby. Reason¬ 
able travelling distance from IS6 
Kirkdale, S.E36, Td.: 77S 0149. 

Can a^one sell for give) books on 
Spinoza for a Chinese coimade? 
c/o Freedom Press. 

Peter Nevilk is no longer at 12 South 
Grove, Erdingtont Birmingham 23. 
Please address temporarily all corre¬ 
spondence to him, c/o Freedom Press. 

Connaaphfiy- New issue now ready. Ordeni 
in bulk for this extremely interesting 
lenanii' paper. SS High Lane, Man- 
diesser, 21, 

JeUf Qove» anc ’Foeidoos' magazine have 
moved to 5 Manor Road, St, Albans, 

N,W, Fedcr^oion Whlisun Csuop* LLan- 
goiien. Anyone xoierestcd? ^niact 
Ron Maradeo, 9 Bobnd Streei, 
Fahowheki. Manchester, 19, 

Birminghaio Discussion Meetings. Tues¬ 
days at p.m. March 11: Towards a 
Non-Re volution’. Sppeaker; Richard 
Miller,. Ilic Crown* Corporation 
Street, 

loiemarional Suoiojcr Camp. £i oookmg 
fees to Ann Lmd^y, 39 Upper Tulse 
HiiJ. London. S,W3. Next committee 
meetiog p,m.. March lii, at 25 
North V'llUs, N.W.l. 

North LoiuU>n Free Schpools 

conuoi T. Swa^n, 49 Popbam Road, 
London. N.L 

Anairhiru: 2 at Sborediud) Town 

Hall. Groups include The DeviontaV 

*Blondc on Biondc' and 'Dr. JCV 
Blues Band". Tickets now available. 
£1 double. 12^'b single, LiCtfosed bar 
(ekleosion applied for). Please 
your ticket* early from Philip Carver, 
CiO Freedom Pre». 

S,W* faradoti School* Action Crnup. 
Conuts Max Hunt, S3 Kingsmissd 
Road. S,W.2* 674 |S56 for aims and 
aotivuicft. 

£Mp Increase '^FrccdoiuV Circvtiakfi]. 
Are yoy willing to uke ‘Fretsdom' 
and ’‘Anarchy" rcgulariy i*> local 
new^genis and colbi;^ returns and 
casft2 If so we"d like EO bear from 
you, — CmCOLATION DEPART- 
MENT, 

Mad^ and Bnniiav* Reciangutar ioecal 
biack/nod badges 2/6 each poii fnee 
or bulk rale (10 or more) I /- each— 
rcsdl at 2/- or 2/6, Al«o flags and 
banners to order, brom 7/6. MoGod, 
42 Pendarves Straot. Beacon, Cam- 
bofitc, Cdmwall- 

"Wyo* wish fo mrfen ctmiati let us know. 


Jmen lo be washed in public* and, 
I a^nre you* Dunlop*s have plenty. 

TEA BREAK DEAL 
REJECTED 

On January 31. Brian Bamford 
was elected shop steward by the men 
in Regent Tyre Stores at Denlop, 
One of his first tasks was to inform 
the Personnel Manager* Mr. Foster, 
that the men rejected a tea-break 
agreement rhat had already been 
negotiated between the Company 
and the Unions. The members con¬ 
cerned had not been consulted on 
this deal (shades of Ford’s), but were 
expected to give up rheir afternoon 
tea-breaks in exchange for a 3d, an 
hour increase, Bro. Bamford in¬ 
formed Foster that the men would 
continue to ‘brew-up’ in the after¬ 
noons and was informed that if 
this happened* they would be taking 
the law into their own hands and 
would have to acce^ the conse¬ 
quences, This warning ran like 
water off a duck’s back and the 
management has been defied daily 
ever since. 

So it was that Foster, having 
faiJed to stop the lads having a 
brew* reverted back io his allegations 
about the steward having taken time 
off on some days in January* claim¬ 
ing that [he time had been used. 
unofiScially* to study and visit lec¬ 
tures at Rochdale College. Our 
steward answered that he had 
already given his re^ns, wM^ had 
’been accepted by tfie 'Company a^T 
the time and suggested that any 
information Foster might have con¬ 
cerning the use of these days was 
based solely on a telephone conver¬ 
sation, Foster then said that there 
was a letter in the post’ from the 
college, proving Bamford’s attend¬ 
ance on the days in question. The 
interview then closed. 

An hour later, Bamford was called 
to another meeting with Foster, who 
again asked the reasons for Barn- 
ford’s absence from work in January. 
When he did not get what he wanted, 
he told Bamford that he was sacked, 
using as his excuse the fictitious 
letter in the post from the college, 
purporting to prove the whereabouts 
of the shop steward on the days 
in question. The existence of this 
ieuer was immediately doubted and, 
according lo our steward* Foster* 
in front of witnesses, became evasive, 
denied that lie had said there was 
a letter and finally admitted that 
he had not been telling the truth 
aJJ along. 

Having made a fool of himself, it 
scenes that Foster lost the support 
of ihte Rc^ni staff and had to drop 
bis intention to sack the steward. 

A vote of c<:>nfidence was passed in 
suppi>n of Bamford. 

COLLEGES CREEP 
TO BOSSES 

Foster, having been foiled on two 
occasions by ii#e Cicn and their 
steward, formed a dirty liaison 
with zhe Principal of ila; Rocltdule 
college. Being under cunsiam criti¬ 
cal attack not only in l'ki:i(y>M, 
but also by the lads. Fostej wa^ 
willing to slop at nothing to get 
rid of a militant influence at Dun¬ 
lop’s, So it was that ihe Principal 
of ihc College, Mr, Hardcasik, 
agreed to colJabt^raie, knowing all 
(he faas vonnected with the at¬ 
tempted sacking of Bamford* and 
provided all ilie information that 
Dunlop’s needed. Hardcastk’s argu* 
meni was that the college was there 
it> serve firms like Dunlop’s, Now 
we have it. The college is on tiw 
side of the bosses and to keep h\ 
With the managemeni, the college 
administrators are willing to creep 


to the bosses and act as ‘narks’.. 

After getting his inforrnai^n froin 
Hardcastle Foster sacked Bamford 
on February 18 and got the security 

guards to escon premises. 

Two days later a vote was taken 
which overwhelrniJiSly supponed 
strike action if was not 

reinstated. Other departments were 
also showing W Mon¬ 

day, February 24, the re^onal re* 
presentative of the Union, the 
General and Municipal Workers’ 
Union, had said he would take it to 
national level. But the Union, while 
telling the men not to strike, have 
also admitted th 2 t as long as the 
'job’s not Slopped*, the chances of 
Bamford getting hack are slim. 

victimisation 

There is no doubt chat this sacking 
is a blatant case of victimisation* for 
ever since Bamford started at Dun¬ 
lop’s he has played an active part in 
union and shop floor affairs. These 
activities do not pass unnoticed by 
a management and even before he 
was elected steward, Foster refased 
him two unpaid’hours a week off 
work to study ©tx>nomics. Yet we 
have it on good authority that Foster 
was perfectly willing to let another 
lad study English Literature ar day 
school. What’s good for one is good 
enough for another, in my book. 

However, managements are al¬ 
ways looking out for the least oppor¬ 
tunity to weed out militants and have 
ins ^llege attendance to justify 
his sacking, Bamford has been a 
good steward and, having elected 
him, it is a pity That the rank and 
file followed the Union’s instructions 
and have not stuck by him. 

As it is now* tbe-stewaTid is isolated 
m en. Time Is Qn 
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BOYCOIT 

GAUFORNUN 

GRAPES 


'pHE AMERICAN FARM WORKERS 
-T desperately need help in their 
straggle for union recognition. It has 
been a long and hitter bajtile with 
employers who have stooped to the 
lowest methods—including illegal ones 
—to defeat them. 

Their re|>resentative visiting England 
and Europe is Elaine Elinson who is 
trying to persuade trade unionises to 
boycotr CaJifomian grapes in paniculaj 
lo support the farm workers' cause. 

The United Farm Workers Or^isa- 
tion wishes to represent the one miUion 
farm workers of America, In California 
the iadustry makes six billion doUars 
a year gross profit and so has powerful 
vested inreresis in the government, courts 
and police. 


ihis siiuation in: mmd, the Man¬ 
chester Anarchists ha^/e, with some 
of the rank and file* launched a 
campaign of support. Two leaflets 
have been produced (one by stu¬ 
dents) and will be distributed at 
Dunlop’s and the college. Anyone 
wishing to help should get in touch 
with the Manchester Anarchists. 
'Hiey are also planning a demonstra¬ 
tion (details elsewhere). 

P.T, 

EDITORS 


We ui^ readers to support this 
campaigiu Masagements are cease¬ 
lessly on the attack a^inst any 
rewards wortfe. their salt. The more 
this case is puNIdsed^ particularly at 
other Dunlop'plaii^ the better. To 
^<^se readers who live near a Dunlop 
factory, please order leaflets from 
the IV^n^ester Anarchists and dis¬ 
tribute them. 


DEMONSTRATE! 
AH Dunlop and Regewi workers 
^ould supp^tt tbe picket due 
lo start aan. on the 

moniing of Saturday, March S, 
outside Duutop maiii gate., 
CastletuiL Rochdal^ to protest 
Hi flte sacking. 

4^ Kingidaiid Road* 
Caslietoii, 


major pieces of labour legislation in- 
dud lag health and pension plans, un- 
employmciti insuiancc, workmen's com- 
pei^tioii and most minimum wage 
legislation, 

A sysiem of gerrymandering similar 
to that in Ireland means the election 
ward boundaries are arranged ro give 
the farm workers minimuin represenia- 
lion for their numbers, and so this 
unfair exclusion from protective legis¬ 
lation continues. 

Even so they have received support 
from labour organ isa-tions. church 
agencies and civil rights groups who 
have raised tbe matter in Congr^. 
Each time it has been blocked in ihe 
rules commiiiee of the House and filli- 
bustered by Senator Geotge Murphy 
from California and Senator Paul 
Fannin of Arizona. 

Strikes in the growers farms in Cali¬ 
fornia have been broken by the use 
of the lowest means possible. 

Prisoners in ^hfomian jails have 
been made to work in tbe fields and 
break the strike ► 

Mexican workers have been conned 
into working by recruitera who have not 
told them of the strike. They are 
driven to California by the employers, 
When they leam of the strike many 
decide not to work but are told they 
owe money for their transport. So 
they wort to pay for this and am 
then loid they owe for room and board, 
and so it continues. 

Their strike effectively broken the 
farm workers appealed to American 
dockers and seafarers to black the goods. 


REPORT FROM SCOTLAHO 

^HE SECOND CONFERENCE of ih' 


heJd tn Aberdeen on March 1 and 3. 
Present weiv individual from Glasgow. 
Aberdeen, Galashiels. Montrose and 
Fife. A Alliance of 

Dbcriarian and Anarchist Groups in. 
Ireland Wa* om. Meeting decided 
not (0 admit the press. 

It was dC'^itied to go ahead with the 
Scottish edttion of FAtCEuaw. Tbe mrtial 
circulation hoped to be S<10, Com¬ 
rades wishing m write for a should 
wnd artides and reports to Ian S. 
Suihertond, » EsslotRont Aveaue, Abcr^ 
^ Ti was also decided produce 

a May 


The second session was largely laken 
up by long and sometimes acrimonious 
discussion on relations with other move* 
menu eta inning lo be Liberurian. Ian 
Sutherland described Solidarity as 
Marxist. Membcnt of the organisation 
denied this. There was a touch of 
humour here when a member of Siili' 
dnrity said that they 'hod mode a 
Marxist demolition of Marxism^ Com¬ 
rade L^nn of Glasgow replied. '^Thai 
is tike tk sick dog after vomiting, going 
bock to lap It up again'. Nevoriheless. 
he said we could work widi these Marxist 
groups for timiiod aims. This seemed 
to be the general feeling of the meeting 
M,H. 


This was successfully done. Then the 
Jaw intervened and the employers sued 
the dockers for millions of doHara under 
a Federal law which forbids sympathy 
strikes. Once again the farm woricers’ 
peaceful efforts to gain recognition were 
smashed by the State. 

"nm only peaceful course l^t to. 
them was to persuade the public nor 
to buy the grapes and for«: the em¬ 
ployers into submission that way. This 
is a very difficult thing to achieve and 
is rarely successful but in America they 
received a suiprismg amount of pubHc 
support for the boycott. 

Originally this boycott was aimed 
only at the Giu m ana Corporation—a 
Californian farm of 12*000 ac^ A^in 
the employers played -diity and this 
flleg^y, 

” Gftiinarra- grapes were 
labels of a hundred other grape com¬ 
panies pasted on the crates. This was 
confinned and criticised by the National 
Food and Drug Administration* but ihk 
time the State was not so teen to enforce 
the law and no action was taken. In 
fact the rest of the industry colluded 
IO compensate Giumarra for any loss 
from the strike. 

So the farm workers had lo take on 
the whole Califom^n grape mdustry. 
Again the boycott has met with con- 
siderabW success fmm the public but 
the employers dogg^Y refuse to recog¬ 
nise the union. Instead they are 
trying to export a larger proportion 
of the grai^. Last year they etpoited 
a third ot the grapes to avoid the. 
American public's boycott. 

England is the largest importer of 
American table grapes in Europe, havii^ 
imposed almost 3*000.000 pounds in 
1967, Because of ihis the farm workera 
are hoping the boycott will extend to 
this country and any others where they 
are imported. 

The most effective boycott, of course, 
would be if dockers refused to handle 
them. But this has met with lailuie 
so far. The Executive Committee of 
the Transport and General Workers' 
Union (which Piprcsenis the majority 
of dockers) has approved a consumer 
boycott and told Miss Elinson rhat if 
the dockers ^ree not to handle the 
grapes on ihcir own initiative tbe union 
win ^ck them. 

When she approached dockers at Til¬ 
bury last week, however, diey refused 
to boycott them unless instructed by 
fhe union. 

This is a very disheartening attitude 
especially after the farm workers have 
gone through so much. 

Much of the trade union legislation 
proposed by Barbara Casde is alnrady 
in force in America and the case of 
the farm woritere shows how it is used 
in practice and should be a warning 
to workers in this country, 
ti also shows how useless going 
through the constitutional chanoets can 
be when faced with unscrupulous 
employers, 

It you belong to a trade unio^ trades 
couBcfl, political or civil righis 
sation, resolutions of ^support would be • / 
appreciated in additiem to supporting •'y 
the boycott directly, 

Anyone who wants lo bdp the caaF 
paign should coataa Blaine Elinsob 
14a Tollingtoti Park, londdo, NA ‘ • " 











